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THE  COLLEGE  CHURCH  OF 
MANCHESTER,  was  Founded 
by  THOMAS  WEST,  LORD 
DE-LA-WARE  ;  Anno  Domini 
1422:  Then  confifting  of  one 
MASTER,  or  Keeper;  eight  FEL¬ 
LOW  Chaplains;  four  CLERKS; 
and  fix  CHORISTERS  : 

ABOUT  the  fame  TIME 
was  Erected  the  prefent  CHURCH, 
as  it  now  confifts  of  a  (lately  Stone 
Building  ;  having  formerly  been  a 
very  large  Edifice  but  of  WOOD : 
And  now  confifting  of  one  WAR¬ 
DEN,  four  FELLOWS,  two 
CHAPLAINS,  two  CLERKS, 
four  CHORISTERS,  and  four 

SINGING-MEN. 

WARDENS 
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WARDENS  fince  the  FOUNDATION. 

1422.  I.  “gr  OHN  HUNTINGTON,  Batchelor  zfc 
|  Decretis  (of  Civil  and  Canon  Law)  and 
H  Rett  or  of  the  Pariffi  of  AJhion  Under-Line , 
was  the  firft  Warden  of  the  firft  Founda¬ 
tion,  named  by  the  Founder  himfelf.  He  was  a  Man 
learned  in  the  Learning  of  thofe  Times  ;  one  very 
Devout,  Magnificent,  and  of  a  Publick  Spirit :  And 
continuing  fo  long  in  the  Place  (for  he  was  Warden 
near  forty  Years)  he  had  an  Opportunity  of  eredting 
a  noble  Monument  to  his  Memory,  being  the  firft 
Mover  and  Contriver  of  that  great  Work  of  Eroding 
the  Stone  Church  now  in  being ;  of  which  (5tis  faid) 
he  built  the  Choir  Part,  and  the  Ifles,  as  appear^  by 
his  Rebus  (or  Name  Device)  yet  extant  on  the  Eaft 
Side  of  the  Middle  Arch,  between  the  Choir  and  the 
Church,  upon  two  carved  Pieces,  one  under  the  South 
Side  End,  the  other  under  the  North  End  of  the 
Traverfe  Beam  :  On  the  one  being  an  Huntfman  with 
Dogs,  to  exprefs  the  former  two  Syllables  of  his  Name, 
Hunting  •,  and  on  the  other  Side,  a  Veffel  called  a  Run, 
or  Ron  *,  which  being  join’d,  makes  Huntington.  Af¬ 
ter  he  had  been  Warden  fo  many  Years,  to  the  great 
Honour  of  the  Town,  and  the  Good  of  the  College, 
he  departed  this  Life,  Nov.  11.  1458.  and  was  I n- 
terr’d  in  the  Middle  of  the  Choir,  juft  before  the  Al¬ 
tar,  with  his  Effigies  in  Brafs,  in  his  Prieftly  Veft- 
ments,  with  this  Infcription  about  his  Tomb-Stone, 
Hie  jacet  Johannes  Huntington  Baculaureus  in  Decre¬ 
tis ,  primus  Magifter  five  Cuftos  iftius  Collegii ,  qui  de 
novo  conftruxit  iftam  cancellam ,  qui  objit  nmo  Novem - 
hr  is,  1458.  Cujus  cmim<e  propitietur  Deus.  Over  his 
Head.in  a  bending  Label,  is  this  fuitable  Infcription, 
Demine  dilexi  decor em  domus  tu<e>  In  his  Time  the 
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Revenues  of  the  College  were  reckoned  to  be  250 
Marks  per  Annum ;  which  was  not  fo  fmall  a  Pittance 
as  it  may  at  firft  Sight  feem  to  be,  fince  a  Mark  in 
Silver  then,  was  equal  to  40s.  now;  Plate  or  Bulli¬ 
on,  being  then  but  Twenty-pence  an  Ounce. 

1459.  II*  John  Booth,  younger  Brother  of  Booth  of  Bar¬ 
ton  (which  Family  was  fince  removed  to  Dunham 
Mafjie ,  and  flour  ifhes  ftill  there  in  the  Noble  George 
Earl  of  Warrington )  fucceeded  the  firft  Warden 
Huntington ,  1459.  Of  whom  we  find  little  more, 
than  that  he  was  fo  far  interefted  in  the  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  Two  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafier ,  that 
he  was  animadverted  on  by  Edward  the  Fourth,  fined 
by  him,  and  for  the  fame  probably  loft  his  Place, 
and  was  fucceeded  by 

1465.  III.  Ralph  Langley,  Redtor  of  Preftwich ,  one, 
no  doubt,  of  the  Family  of  Edge  croft ,  who  were  then 
Patrons  of  that  Rectory.  He  was  made  Matter,  or 
Keeper  of  the  College,  at  the  Prefentation  of  Richard 
Halfield  and  Nicholas  Stathome ,  (whom  Richard  Weft , 
Knight,  Lord  De-la-Ware ,  had  made  Patrons  for  this 
Time  only)  and  admitted  to  the  fame,  in  1465.  He 
caufed  the  Bells  and  Chimes  to  be  made ;  and  as  he 
retained  the  Redtorfhip  with  the  College,  fo  he  left 
the  latter  to  return  to  the  other,  and  died  there,  and 
was  buried  in  Preftwich  Church,  having  refigned  the 
Wardenfhip,  July  27.  A.  D.  1481.  to 

1481.  IV.  James  Stanley,  Brother  to  the  Earl  oiDerby, 
D.  D.  and  Archdeacon  of  Richmond ,  and  Bifhop  of 
Ely,  to  which  he  was  conlecrated,  A.  D.  1 506.  and 
having  fat  Bifhop  there  between  eight  and  nine  years, 
deceafed  A.  D.  1515.  He  lived  commonly  in  the 
Winter  time  with  his  Brother  the  Earl  of  Derby ,  in 
Comitatu  Derbienfi ,  (fays  Bifhop  Goodwin )  which  is 
not  to  be  underftood  of  the  County  of  Derby ,  but  in 
Derby  Hundred  in  Lancajhire ,  wherein  Kncwjley ,  one 
@f  the  Earl’s  Seats,  and  wherein  they  commonly  liv- 
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ed,  is  feated.  And  the  Hundreds  were  frequently, 
in  old  Books  and  Writings,  called  Shires,  as  we  read 
of  Blackburnfhire ,  Salfordfiire ,  lb  of  Derby  fibre ;  and 
though  Bifhop  Goodwin  put  Comitatus  to  it,  yet  1 
prefume  that  was  his  own  Tranilation  of  Derbyfiire. 
In  Summer  time  he  lived  at  Somerfiam ,  in  the  Me  of 
Ely ,  (fays  the  fame  Author,)  and  then  tells  an  ill 
Story  of  him  ;  which  fince  he  brings  no  Voucher  for, 
I  mult  beg  leave  not  to  be  very  credulous  of,  but  ra¬ 
ther  attribute  it  to  fome  Mifinformation,  or  at  leaft 
Want  of  right  Information  of  him,  which  5tis  plain 
he  had  not,  from  the  laft  Part  of  the  Character  he 
thinks  fit  to  bellow  on  him,  &  nulla  re  proeftita  me- 
mcrabili  inter  tit  •,  which  that  learned  Bifhop  would 
never  have  faid,  had  he  not  wanted  better  Informa¬ 
tion.  Since  Bifhop  Stanley  was  a  bountiful  Benefac¬ 
tor  to  more  Places  than  one,  (having  bellowed  on 
yr/kr-College  in  Cambridge ,  the  Impropriation  of  the 
Rebtory  of  Great  Shelf  or d  near  Cambridge ,  of  400 1* 
per  Ann .  and  the  perpetual  Patronage  of  the  Vica¬ 
rage  ;  and  of  his  noble  Benefablions  to  this  Church, 
he  left  more  than  one  lading  Monument,  viz.  The 
Wood-work  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Choir,  which 
was  done  at  his  Coil,  and  the  (lately  Cliapel  built  by 
him  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Choir,  in  which  he  lies 
interr’d,)  it  fhould  feern  that  Bifhop  Stanley  reiigned 
the  Wardenfhip  fome  Time  before  he  died,  fince 
Robert  Cliff e  was  M after  or  Keeper  during  his  Life. 
Probably  he  refigned  it  not  long  after  he  was  made 
Bifhop  of  Ely,  in  1506,  Clffe  being  Warden  in  1509. 

1509.  V.  Robert  Cliffe,  Batchelor  in  Decretis ,  was 
Warden,  or  Mailer  of  the  College,  to  whom,  and  his 
Fellows,  the  Trull  of  the  School,  and  the  Lands 
thereof  were  committed. 

1518.  VI.  George  West,  younger  Brother  to  the  Lord 
De-la-JVare ,  fucceeded  him  in  1518,  and  was  Mailer 
or  Keeper  feventeen  Years.  He  built  the  Chapel  at 
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the  Eaft  End  of  the  Church,  which  belonged  for¬ 
merly  to  Sir  John  Byron  of  Clayton ,  and  now  to  Mr. 
Chet  ham ,  in  the  Right  of  that  Eftate  which  he  pur- 
chafed.  It  is  remarkable,  that  of  all  the  Chapels 
built  in  this  Church,  not  one  of  them  is  in  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Heirs  of  the  Founder,  lave  only  that  of 
Stanley  s. 

1535.  VII.  George  Colliar,  Brother  to  Colliar  of  Col- 
liar ,  near  Stone  in  Staff  or  dfhire ,  was  the  next,  v/ho 
came  in  1535,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  but 
it  feems  was  laid  afide  when  the  College  dilfolved  in 
the  time  of  Edward  VI.  but  reftored  again  when  Queen 
Mary  re-founded  it,  and  made  firft  Mailer  or  Keeper 
of  that  Foundation.  This  George  Colliar  came  along 
with  Dr.  Pendleton  to  Mr.  Bradford ,  to  diipute  with 
him,  1555. 

1 557.  VIII.  Laurence  Vaux  (or  Vause)  B.  D.  and 
Chaplain  to  James  Brooks ,  Biffiop  of  Gloucefter ,  who, 
with  one  John  Coppage,  were  the  only  Fellows  nomi¬ 
nated  in  the  Foundation  of  Philip  and  Mary ,  was,  up¬ 
on  the  Death  of  George  Colliar ,  admitted,  inilituted, 
and  inducted,  ad  cur  am  &  regimen  animarum ,  in  the 
Office  of  Mailer  or  Keeper  of  St.  Mary's,  College  in 
Manchefter.  He  was  laborious,  and  learned  in  fome 
Part  of  the  Learning  of  thofe  Times,  being  an  exabt 
Grammarian.  He  was  alfo  devout,  and  zealous  in 
his  Way,  and  an  Oppofer  of  the  Reformation:  On 
which  account,  he  was  either  turned  out,  or  left  his 
Place  in  the  Beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign  ♦, 
and,  his  faid,  fed  beyond  Sea  into  Ireland ,  where  he 
fell  among  Thieves,  which  robbed  him,  and  flew  fome 
of  his  Fellow  Travellers,  but  himfelf  elcaped  to  La- 
vaine ,  and  was  a  Monk  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dennis. 
He  writ  a  Book,  De  Ceremoniis  Ec cleft and  another 
call’d,  Brevis  forma  Confejfionis.  He  became  School- 
mailer  of  the  Englifh  School  there.  He  writ  alfo  an. 
Englijh  Cate  chi fm ,  or  Sum  of  Chrillian  DoStrine,  ne- 
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ceffary  for  Children,  and  ignorant  People;  which  was. 
then  a  bold  Attempt,  The  French  King,  and  fome 
Popifh  Doctors,  did  approve  of  it,  others  did  diflike 
it.  After  fome  time  he  returned  again  into  his  own 
native  Country  of  Lancajhire ,  (being  born,  as  I  con¬ 
jecture,  near  Blackroad ,  about  which  Neighbourhood 
yet  remain  fome  of  his  Name,)  and  lived,  and  as  I 
think  died,  in  the  Family  o f  Standifhy  of  Standijh^  to 
which  he  bequeathed  his  Books,  fome  of  which  are 
there  yet  to  be  feen ;  and  the  Altar  Plate  of  this  Church, 
which  it  feems  he  caried  along -with  him  when  turn¬ 
ed  out ;  fome  of  which  I  have  there  feen,  and  more 
particularly  took  notice  of  a  curious  Silver  gilt  Pat  in, 
inlaid  with  Pearl,  whereon  the  Hoft  was  confecrated, 
and  a  very  fine  wrought  Pixis  of  Plate  anfwerable  to 
it,  wherein  it  was  laid  up  and  preferved.  It  is  to 
be  wifh’d,  that  whatfoever  it  is,  it  were  again  reftored 
to  the  Church  to  which  it  did  formerly  belong ;  and 
to  do  fo,  would  be  a  very  generous  A 61  of  that  anci¬ 
ent  Family.  He  was  a  Man  well  beloved,  and  much 
honoured  by  many  in  Manchefter ,  (which  might  be 
one  Reafon  why  many  thereabouts  were  more  loath  to 
be  reclaimed  from  Popery,  than  about  Rochdale ,  and 
other  Places)  efpecially  for  his  Honefty  and  Genero- 
fity,  which  made  his  Memory  more  grateful,  when 
compared  with  the  Temper  and  ill  Carriage  of  one 
that  too  foon  followed  him,  and  left  Shame  and  an  ill 
Name  behind  him,  to  the  Scandal  of  his  Memory, 
and  the  irretrievable  Lofs  of  ail  that  come  after  him, 
viz.  Fhomas  Herle ,  of  whom  we  lhall  foon  hear  too 
much,  as  to  this  day  we  feel  it  to  our  Grief. 

560.  IX.  William  Birch,  A.  M.  a  younger  Brother  of 
Birch  of  Birch  Hall  in  this  Parilh,  (who  was  Ordain’d 
by  Bifhop  Ridley  the  Martyr,  and  whofe  Licenfe  to 
Preach  was  fign’d  by  King  Edward  the  Sixth’s  own 
Hand,)  had  a  Prefentation  dire6ted  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Fork?  and  the  Keeper  of  the  Spiritualities 
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there,  the  Archbifhoprick  of  York ,  and  the  Bifhop- 
rick  of  Chefter  being  then  both  vacant,)  thathefhould 
be  Warden  or  Keeper  of  the  College,  in  the  room 
of  Lawrence  Vaux  •,  but  whether  he  was  admitted  and 
inftalled  in  the  Warden fh ip,  does  not  appear:  if  ever 
he  was  adlually  poffelfed  of  it,  he  enjoyed  it  but  a 
while,  being  (as  is  fuppofed)  either  preferr’d,  or  fome 
other  way  difpofed  of,  to  make  room  for  one  who 
would  not  fcruple  to  do,  what  a  Gentleman  of  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  Confcience  could  not  comply  with ;  and 
which  made  him  abdicate  the  Place,  rather  than  con¬ 
fers  to  alienate  the  Revenues,  and  ruin  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  sTis  faid,  that  he  died  at  is  Parfonage-Houfe 
at  Stanhope ,  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham ,  1572,  and 
was  in  fome  fort  thruft  out,  and  fucceeded  by  one 
who  was  more  willing  to  comply  with  the  Defigns  of 
fome  that  had  an  evil  Eye  at  the  College  Revenues, 
viz. 

1560.  X.  Thomas  Herle,  a  Cornijh  Man,  Chaplain  to 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  by  that  honourable  Relation, 
one  would  judge  a  firm  Proteftant,  which  yet  fome 
were  apt  to  fufpedt,  fince  he  had  changed  it  more 
than  once,  and  that  always  for  the  fafer  Side,  being 
Hill  of  the  fame  Religion  with  his  Prince,  and  fo  was 
thought  to  have  an  equal  Share  of  Religion  and  mor¬ 
al  Honefly,  but  not  too  much  of  either. 

It  was  a  Queftion  in  Law,  whether  the  College  had 
then  a  legal  Foundation  and  Eftabfifhment,  being  dif- 
folved  by  Adi  of  Parliament  under  Edward  VI.  and 
the/  reftored  and  refounded  by  Queen  Mary ,  yet  was 
laid  to  be  fuppreft  again  by  the  Act  1.  Eliz.  and  if 
fo,  then  the  laid  Yhomas  Herle ,  and  the  Fellows  that 
joined  with  him  in  Leafing  out  Tithes,  and  College 
Lands,  for  fo  long  Term  of  Years,  were  not  legally 
Warden  and  Fellows,  and  confequently  their  Adi  and 
Grant  illegal  and  invalid.  And  fo  much  is  expreffed 
even  in  the  Foundation  of  Quqen  Elizabeth ,  granted 
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in  the  twentieth  Year  of  her  Reign.  Yet  notwiths¬ 
tanding  all  this,  after  the  Court  had  ferved  themlelves 
of  thefe  Grants,  whether  legally  made  or  not,  they 
held  good  again  ft  the  College,  who  were  never  able 
to  recover  many  of  them  (and  particularly  feveralHou- 
fes  and  Tenements  in  Deanfgate )  nor  others  of  them, 
till  after  many  Years,  and  great  Expences  in  Law : 
The  Leafes  made  by  the  faid  Herle  and  his  Fellows, 
being  made  for  99  Years  after  two  or  three  Lives  then 
in  being:  Or  elfe  for  99  Years  in  fuch  ambiguous 
W ords  as  make  it  hard  to  know  when  the  faid  99 
Years  commence,  or  are  to  expire.  Such  was  the 
Leafe  of  the  Tythes  of  Stretford ,  T r afford,  and  half 
Chorleton ,  made  to  Sir  Edmund  Er afford  of  Er  afford, \ 
wherein  the  faid  Tithes  are  granted  firft  for  21  Years  *, 
and  then,  by  a  new  Habendum ,  for  2 1  Years  more;  and 
fofrom  2 1  Years  to  2 1  Years,  to  the  Term  of  99  Years: 
Which  was  found  to  be  a  Leafe  for  99  Years  after 
2 1 ;  and  not  then  yielded  up,  till  recovered  by  the 
prefent  Warden  and  Fellows,  with  great  Charge  and 
and  Difficulty.  But  when  the  faid  Herle  had  by  fuch 
fmifter  Dealings  impoverifhed  the  College,  and  made 
himfelf  odious,  he  was  juftly  forfaken  of  all,  and  pro- 
fecuted  even  by  thofe  that  ferved.'  their  Ends  of  him, 
and  left  to  fhift  for  himfelf  even  by  his  Friends  at 
Court,  who  had  now  no  further  Ufe  of  him ;  and  the 
Gentlemen  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Parifh 
petitioning  for  a  new  Foundation,  both  that  they 
might  fave  fomething  that  was  yet  left  of  the  Old,, 
and  get  rid  of  him  that  was  ruining  it.  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth, ,  in  the  twentieth  Year  of  her  Reign,  granted  a 
new  Foundation,  and  therein  fairly  laid  aftde  her  old 
Chaplain,  (who  had  a  Penfion  of  20  /.  a  Year  allowed 
him;  little  enough  to  fubfift  on,  tho5  more  than 
deferved)  and  put  in 

1578.  XL  John  Wolton  (or  Woolton)  B.  D.  born  at 
Wigan  in  this  County,  Parentibus  honejlis ,  fed  nobili- 
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cri  matre  (fays  Bifhop  Goodwin)  a  pious,  painful,  and 
fkilful  Divine.  He  continued  fcarce  two  Years  in 
his  Wardenfhip  and  then  was  made  Bifhop  of  Exeter , 
where  he  fat  almoft  fourteen  Years.  He  lieth  buried 
in  the  South  Side  of  the  Prefbytery,  near  the  Place 
where  there  is  a  Monument  of  T ouch  ( Lapis  Lydius ) 
and  Free  ftone,  eredted  to  his  Memory  by  his  eldeft 
Son.  He  was  bred  a  fhort  time  in  Oxford ,  and  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Mary  attended  his  Uncle  Alexander 
Noel  in  his  Flight  beyond  the  Seas.  Returning  into 
England ,  he  was  made  firft  Canon  Refidentiary,  and 
after  (viz.  1 579.)  Bifhop  of  Exeter  ;  being  an  earned 
Afferter  of  Conformity,  againft  the  Oppolers  thereof. 
He  indited  Letters  becoming  the  Strength  of  one  in 
Health,  not  two  Hours  before  his  Death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  March  13.  1593.  His  Daughter  was  married 
to  Francis  Goodwin ,  the  learned  Bifhop  of  Hereford. 

XII.  William  Chadderton,  D.  D.  born  at  Note - 
hurft  in  this  Parifh,  firft  Student,  then  Fellow,  and 
afterwards  M after  of  Queen's  College  in  Cambridge 
(never  of  Magdalen  College,  as  the  Reverend  Bifhop 
Goodwin  miftakes  ;  nor  expraclaro  Chadertonornm  Fa- 
milia  Ceftrienftis  Comitatus  ftemmate  prognatus ,  as  Dr. 
Fuller  was  milled  to  think,  by  a  MS.  he  quotes.)  He 
commenced  D.  D.  1567.  was  firft  chofen  Lady  A&rgvz- 
ref  s,  and  then  King’s  Profeffor  in  Divinity;  his  Coun¬ 
tryman  Dr.  Whittacre  fucceeding  him  in  the  Chair. 
He  was  made  Bifhop  of  Chef  ery  Nov.  cj  1579.  and  War¬ 
den  of  Manchefter ,  in  1580.  his  Difpenfation  to  hold 
the  Wardenfhip  in  Commendam  bearing  date,  June  5. 
1580.  which  Wardenfhip  he  held  till  he  was  tranflated 
to  the  Bifhoprick  of  Lincoln ,  1 594.  He  departed  this 
Life  in  April ,  1606.  He  was  a  learned  Man,  liberal, 
and  given  to  Hofpitality,  and  a  more  frequent  Preach¬ 
er  than  other  Bifhops  of  his  Time.  Hs  refided  in 
Manchefter ,  till  the  too  frequent  Jarrings  between  his 
Servants  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  (occafioned, 

probably 
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probably,  by  Pride  and  Stiffnefs  of  one,  or  both  Par¬ 
ties)  occafioned  him  to  remove  his  Habitation  to  Ches¬ 
ter. 

1595.  XIII.  John  Dee,  A.  M.  was  inftalled  Warden, 
Feb.  20.  1595.  with  great  Solemnity,  and  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  Church  Wardens,  who  were  then  ufu- 
ally  Men  of  Note,  and  beft  Repute  in  the  Parifh,  viz. 


Edmund  Prejl-ivich , 
Richard  MaJJey , 


f  George  Birch , 

<  Ralph  Byrom> 

£  Ralph  Houghton , 


Thomas  Byrom , 
Henry  Hardy , 
Richard  Nugent . 


I  write  him  only  Mailer  of  Arts,  to  which  he  was 
admitted,  1 548,  and  was  the  higheil  Degree  he  ever 
took,  tho’  commonly  call’d  and  wrote,  Do£tor  Bee : 
But  was  inftall’d  Warden,  by  the  Name  of  John 
Pee ,  A.  M.  and  fo  always  call’d  and  writ  himfelf  in 
the  College  Regifter. 

A  very  learned  Man,  and  perfefl  Mailer  of  Mathe¬ 
matical  Studies ;  doubtlefs  he  was  a  Man  (as  Mr.  S el- 
den  calls  him)  Bo  Hr  in  a  multi  jugi ,  yet  was  alfo  addict¬ 
ed  to  fome  over-curious  and  uncertain  Arts,  and 
thence  got  the  Repute  of  a  Conjurer,  for  which  he 
often  apologized  for  himfelf;  yet  was  frequently  in- 
fulted,  and  difquieted  in  his  Studies,  and  glad  to  go 
beyond  Seas ;  and  his  Library  was  feiz’d  on,  in  which 
were  4000  Books,  and  of  them  700  MSS.  he  was 
feveral  Years  beyond  Sea,  at  Lovain ,  Paris ,  in  Germa¬ 
ny  and  Hungary .  But  recall’d  by  Queen  Elizabeth , 
who  had  a  good  Opinion  of  him,  and  once  deiired  to 
fee  his  Library,  and  his  Speculum  Concavum ,  with 
which  Ihe  was  wonderoufiy  fatisfied,  and  fometimes 
fent  him  100  Marks,  or  200  Angels  to  keep  his 
Chrijimas  with.  Tho’  he  was  call’d  a  Conjurer,  yet 
when  he  was  Warden,  he  fharply  reproved  one  Hart¬ 
ley  a  Conjurer  for  it.  He  was  very  fober,  juft,  tem¬ 
perate  in  his  Carriage,  and  an  Obferver  of  publick 
and  private  Devotions.  He  left  the  Town  1604,  and 
died  1608,  aged  81  Years. 


After 
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After  the  Death  of  Mr.  Bee ,  William  Bourn ,  B.  D. 
one  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  being  a  Man  of 
Learning,  and  well  beloved  in  the  Town,  and  had  al- 
fo  married  a  Kinfwoman  of  the  Cecils  Lord  Burleigh's 
Family,  who  made  Intereft  for,  and  was  in  a  fair  Like¬ 
lihood  of  being  made  Warden,  and,  his  laid,  had  a 
Grant  for  it  •,  but  was  prevented  by  the  Prevalency 
of  the  Scotch  Party,  which  then  grew  potent  at  Court, 
who  poffefs’d  James  with  an  Opinion  of  his  being  too 
much  puritannically  inclined  (which  indeed  could  not 
be  denied)  yet  had  fo  good  an  Intereft  as  to  be  part¬ 
ly  compounded  off,  having  a  Parcel  of  Tithes  of  a- 
bout  30/.  per  cmn.  given  him  by  Leafe  for  three  Lives ; 
and  fo  prevailed  for  a  Countryman  of  their  own,  viz, 
16 08,  XIV.  Richard  Murray,  D.  D.  Redtor  of  Stop- 
ford \  and  Dean  of  St.  Buriens  in  Cornwall.  He  had 
alfo  fome  Civil  Honours  defending  to  him  by  Inhe¬ 
ritance  from  his  Scottijh  Anceftors;  and  being  himfelf 
alfo  one  of  honourable  Defent ;  that,  with  his  Pre¬ 
ferments,  made  him  ambitious  of  more  Refpedt  in 
his  Place,  than  any  one  before,  or  after  him,  have 
expedled;  requiring  the  Fellows,  Chaplains,  Sing¬ 
ing-Men,  and  Chorifters,  to  attend  him  from  his 
Houfe  to  the  Church,  with  the  Verge  before  him, 
and  feveral  others  waiting  on  him.  He  thought  it 
not  enough  that  his  Place  gave  him  Precedence  as  the 
beft  Man  in  the  Parifh,  but  feemed  fo  tenacious  of  it, 
as  to  grudge  it  to  his  Betters  and  Superiors  :  Which 
made  him  demand  the  Warden’s  Stall  from  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Cbefter ,  when  fat  in  it,  according  to  Cuftom; 
laying.  My  Lord ,  that  Seat  belongs  to  the  Warden:  And 
becaufe  he  would  not  fit  below  the  Bifhop,  he  remov¬ 
ed  into  the  Body  of  the  Church ;  but  in  the  After¬ 
noon  came  time  enough  to  get  Poffeffion,  and  fo 
kept  the  Bifhop  out  of  it.  He  lived  at  Manchefter  in 
great  State,  and  kept  fuitable  Port  and  Hofpitality. 
But  when  he  was  Abroad,  efpecially  on  the  Road,  he 
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forgot  not  the  North  Britifh  Frugality :  feldom  ly¬ 
ing  at  the  belt  Inn,  and  rarely  at  the  fame  two  Jour¬ 
neys  together.  He  was  faid  to  be  competently  learn¬ 
ed,  but  was  never  taken  for  a  Conjurer,  as  his  Pre- 
deceifor  was.  But  which  way  foe’er  his  Parts  lay, 
his  T alent  was  not  for  Preaching,  for  he  exercifed  his 
Gift  that  way  but  twice  while  at  Manchefter .  Once 
upon  Gen.  i.  i.  In  the  Beginning ,  &c.  the  other  on 
Rev.  xxii.  20.  Come ,  Lord  Jefus ,  &c.  and  fo  it  was 
faid  of  him,  that  he  preached  from  one  End  of  the 
Bible  to  the  other.  And  fince  he  was  fo  fhy  of  his 
Preaching,  his  probable  he  was  not  very  good  at  it ; 
efpecially  if  it  be  true  what  is  told  of  his  Preaching 
before  King  James ,  his  Text  being  Rom.  i.  16.  I  am 
not  afhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift j  that  when  he  came 
to  kifs  the  King’s  Hand,  according  to  cuftom,  the 
King  faid,  Mony  thou  art  not  afhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of 

.  Chrift  ;  but  by - the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  may  be  afhamed 

of  thee. 

In  his  Time  the  Choir  Part  of  the  Church  grew  ve¬ 
ry  ruinous,  and  the  Roof  was  fo  crazy  as  to  be  in 
Danger  of  falling  ;  but  which  way  to  repair,  or  re- 
edify  the  fame,  he  was  leaft  felicitous,  who  fhould 
have  been  molt  concern’d.  The  Revenues  of  the 
College  where  much  impair’d,  by  being  Leafed  out 
by  him  ^  and  the  Fellowlhips,  and  other  Places,  ei¬ 
ther  kept  void,  or  very  ill  paid ;  fo  that  in  a  great 
meafure  he  hook’d  moll  of  the  Revenues  to  himfelf, 
tho’  he  had  the  leaft  Right  to  any  Part  that  ever  any 
Warden  had ;  having  purpofely  abftained  from  taking 
the  Oath  required  by  the  Statutes  to  allow  for  his 
Abfence,  without  which  he  could  not  be  entituled  to 
any  of  the  Revenues.  This  occafioned  great  murmur- 
ings,  and  general  Complaints  againft  him,  and  at  laft 
a  Reprefentation  of  the  Cafe,  and  a  Petition  to  King 
Charles  I.  who  having  referr’d  it  to  the  Examination 
aadGonfideration  of  ArchbifhopL^,  Lord  Coventry , 

Keeper 
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Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  the  Earl  of  Manchefter , 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  afterwards  committed  it  to  the  Ex¬ 
amination  of  Commiffioners  in  caufes  Ecclefiaftical, 
which  were  John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Chejter ,  Dr.  Barr ,  Bi- 
fhop  of  the  IJle  of  Man ,  and  others,  who  fat  at  Man¬ 
chefter ,  about  the  Examination  of  that  Affair.  And 
after  full  Proof,  and  mature  Deliberation,  proceed¬ 
ing  in  due  form  of  Law,  and  having  fummoned  the 
faid  Richard  Murray  to  anfwer  perfonally  for  himfelf, 
did  not  only  remove  the  faid  Warden  from  his  Place, 
but  pronounced  him  to  have  been  no  Warden  from 
the  firft,  and  that  the  College  had  either  a  weak 
Foundation,  or  none  at  all,  as  is  affirmed  alfo  in  the 
Preface  to  the  Charter  of  the  laft  Foundation  by  King 
Charles ,  A.B.  1 636.  by  which  Charter  was  named, 
for  the  firft  Warden  of  that  Foundation. 

1636.  XV.  Richard  Hey  rick,  B.  D.  defeended  from 
an  ancient  Family  of  the  Heyricks  of  Beaumannor  in 
Leicefterfhire ,  and  educated  at  All- Souls  College  in 
Oxford ,  of  which  he  was  Fellow. 

The  firft  Thing  that  the  Warden  and  Fellows  of 
this  Foundation  had  to  do,  was  to  repair  the  ruinous 
Part  of  the  Choir ;  which  they  did,  by  renewing  all 
their  Leafes,  and  giving  the  Fines  wffiolly  to  that 
Ufe,  whereby  the  middle  Part,  with  both  Side-Ifies, 
were  new  Roofed,  Battled,  and  adorned  with  Pin¬ 
nacles,  Anno  Bom.  1.^38. 

But  they  enjoyed  it  not  long,  the  Great  Rebellion 
foon  after  breaking  out,  wherein  the  College  was 
dilfolved,  the  Members  turned  out,  the  Revenues 
fequeftred,  the  Chapter-houfe  and  Cheft  broke  open, 
and  their  Writings  feiz’d  and  carried  away  by  Col. 
Birch  of  Birch-Hall ,  a  near  Neighbour  and  Parifh- 
ioner.  However,  the  Warden  complying  with  the 
prevailing  Side,  was  permitted  to  flay  there  as 
Preacher  to  the  Town,  with  the  Salary  of  100 L  per 
ann .  and  fo  continued  till  the  Return  of  King  Charles , 

in 
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in  1660,  when  he  was  again  reftored  to  the  Warden- 
fhip,  (tho5  againft  the  Grain  of  the  Court,  who  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  King  to  bellow  it  on  one  Dr.  Woolley ,) 
and  kept  in  by  the  Power  and  Interell  of  the  Earl 
of  Manchefter ,  then  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  and  at 
lafb  died  Warden,  Anno  Dorn.  1667 ,  and  was  buried 
near  the  Altar,  with  an  Infcription  in  Brafs  on  the 
North-lide  of  the  Choir,  (drawn  up  by  his  old  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  Fellow  Collegian,  Mr.  Thomas  Cafey 
a  known  Preacher  in  London ,  among  the  Gifted 
Brethren  of  thofe  Days,)  and  is  there  to  be  feen. 

1 667.  XVI.  Nicholas  Stratford,  B.  D.  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Oxony  but  afterwards  D.  D.  and 
Dean  of  St.  Afaphy  Prebendary  of  Lincoln ,  and  had 
a  good  Donative  at  Llanrooft  in  Wales.  He  refign- 
ed  the  Wardenfhip  at  Candlemas ,  1683-4,  and  went 
to  be  Preacher  at  Aldermanhury  in  London  ;  where 
he  continued  till  after  the  Revolution,  when,  in  the 
Year  1689,  he  was,  by  King  William  and  Queen 
Maryy  promoted  to  the  See  of  Cheftery  void  by  the 
Death  of  Bilhop  Cartwright.  A  learned,  and,  very 
good  Man  :  a  frequent  Preacher,  both  when  War¬ 
den  and  Bilhop  :  Zealous  in  the  Pulpit,  and  Exem¬ 
plary  out  of  it ;  a  Workman  that  needed  not  to  be  a- 
Jhamed:  of  a  meek  and  mild  Temper;  affable  and 
courteous  to  all,  but  efpecially  tender  of,  and  kind 
to  his  Clergy,  whom  he  treated  as  Brethren ;  and 
if  he  had  occafion  to  rebuke,  he  did  it  in  the  Spirit 
of  Me eknefs.  His  Charity  was  confpicuous,  out  of  a 
compaffionate  Heart,  and  with  a  liberal  Hand.  His 
Converfation  was  without  Covetoufnefs ,  being  given  to 
Hofpitality ,  and  a  Lover  of  good  Men.  He  was  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  Trull,  and  very  true  to,  and  zealous  for, 
the  Inter  eft  of  the  Churchy  to  the  Convidtion  of  Gain- 
fayers,  and  the  Encouragement  of  thofe  that  trod  in 
his  Steps.  He  fucceeded  one  that  wanted  fuch  Qua¬ 
lifications,  which  made  him  more  acceptable  and  en¬ 
deared 
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deared  to  his  Diocefs,  wherein  he  has  left  a  Name 
that  will  be  mentioned  with  Refpedt  and  Honour. 

,1684.  XVII.  Richard  Wroe,  bom  at  Rat  cliff e  in  Lan- 
cajhire ,  Aug .  21.  1641,  admitted  in  Jefus  College  in 
Cambridge ,  June,  1658.  A.  B.  166 1,  admitted  Fel¬ 
low  of  that  College,  July  21.  1662.  M.  A.  1665, 
(the  Year  of  the  great  Plague)  B.  D.  June  11.  1672. 
D.  D.  1686.  Prebend  of  Chejler ,  March  15.  1678. 
Fellow  of  Manchejier ,  March  9.  1674-5.  Warden  of 
Manchejier ,  May  1.  1684.  Died  at  Manchejier ,  Jan.  1. 
1717-8.  He  was  a  Gentleman  that  gave  luch  early 
and  continued  Proofs  of  his  great  and  extenfive  Ge¬ 
nius,  that  King  Charles  II.  made  him  Warden  of 
ChriJTs,  College  in  Manchefter.  Flis  happy  Talent  of 
preaching  in  the  Pulpit  gave  him  the  diftinguifhing 
Charadter  of  Sitver-tongued  JVroe.  He  was  an  exem¬ 
plary  Pattern  of  Morality  and  Piety,  and  an  eminent 
Preacher.  Fie  was  univerfally  beloved  when  living, 
and  at  his  Death  as  much  lamented,  by  all  that  knew 
him. 

1717.  XVIII.  Samuel  Peploe,  Vicar  of  Prejion  in  Lan- 
cajhire  •,  was  made  Warden  by  his  Majefty  King 
George  the  I.  to  fucceed  Richard  JVroe  in  1717-8; 
and  afterwards  was  Promoted  to  the  See  of  Chejler , 
vacant  by  the  Death  of  Bilhop  Gajirell  in  1725  :  af¬ 
ter  being  Bilhop  of  Chejler  27  Years,  he  died  Anno 
Domini  1752. 

1738.  XIX.  Samuel  Peploe.  LLB.  Chancellor  of  Chef 
ter\  Archdeacon  of  Richmond ;  Prebend  of  Chejler  % 
Redtor  of  Nor  then  and  Tamil',  was  made  Warden  of 
Manchejier  in  1738,  by  his  Father,  then  Bilhop  of 
Chejler .  A  Learned,  Honeft,  Worthy  and  Pious 
good  Man:  much  Refpedted  by  all  the  Clergy3 

Gentlemen  and  others. 

\ 
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LETTER  I. 


LORD  REDESDALE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  FINGALL. 


Ely-Place,  Dublin,  Aug,  18,  1803. 


MY  LORD, 


to  your  Lordship’s  request,  I 


have  signed,  with  great  pleasure,  a  Warrant  for 
your  Lordship’s  appointment  to  be  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Meath.  At  this  mo¬ 
ment,  my  Lord,  it  is  peculiarly  important  that 
every  person  intrusted  specially  with  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  public  peace  should  know  and 
conscientiously  pursue  the  strict  line  of  his  duty. 
Your  Lordship’s  distinguished  loyalty,  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occasions,  leaves  me  no  room 
to  doubt  that  you  will  exert  yourself  to  the  best 
of  your  judgement  for  this  important  purpose. 
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and  the  same  distinguished  loyalty  that  probably 
marked  your  Lordship,  as  one  to  whom  nothing 
could  be  safely  uttered  tending  to  demonstrate 
any  disposition  towards  the  rebellious  outrages 
which  have  of  late  produced  such  dreadful  ef¬ 
fects,  and  excited  so  much  alarm.  But,  I  fear 
there  have  been  too  many  in  whose  presence  and 
hearing  demonstrations  have  been  made  and  ut¬ 
tered,  which  ought  to  have  alarmed  the  minds  of 
loyal  men,  and  induced  them  to  communicate 
the  ground  of  that  alarm  to  those  in  authority 
under  the  Government,  and  especially  to  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  their  several  districts, 
but  who  have  thought  fit  to  retain  the  impression 
made  on  their  minds  within  their  own  breasts, 
and  to  leave  the  chance  of  discovery  to  other 
means.  The  persons  to  whom  I  allude  have 
principally  been  persons  professing  to  hold  the 
same  religious  faith  with  your  Lordship,  and 
over  whom  I  most  sincerely  hope  your  Lordship’s 
high  character  may  give  that  influence  which 
justly  belongs  to  it.  It  would  be  highly  import¬ 
ant,  therefore,  that  your  Lordship,  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  your  duty,  as  a  Magistrate,  should  take 
every  opportunity  of  clearly  stating,  and  most 
strongly  inculcating  and  enforcing  the  great  duty 
of  allegiance,  and,  that  that  duty  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  forbearance  from  open  rebellion,  or  even 
from  acts  tending  towards  rebellion ;  that  true 
allegiance  is  an  active  duty,  requiring  every  man 
itoi  only  to  suppress  rebellion  when  it  shall  shew 
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itself  in  violence,  but  to  disclose  to  that  Govern¬ 
ment  under  which  he  lives,,  whether  he  be  a  na¬ 
tural-born  subject  of  that  Government,  or  So¬ 
journer  only  under  its  protection,  every  thing 
which  can  raise  ground  foi;  suspicion  of  disloy¬ 
alty  in  others  ;  and  it  is  particularly  important 
that  your  Lordship  should,  as  a  Magistrate,  state 
and  enforce,  that  persons  knowing  of  a  treason¬ 
able  purpose,  who  do  not  disclose  it,  are  guilty, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  of  that  crime  which  has 
been  denominated  Misprision  of  Treason,  and, 
if  they  yield  any  kind  of  assent  to  the  intended 
treason,  they  become  traitors  themselves.  Your 
Lordship’s  enlarged  and  liberal  mind,  distin¬ 
guishing  clearly  between  spiritual  and  temporal 
concerns,  must  feel  that  there  can  be  no  duty  of 
religion  contrary  to  the  duty  of  allegiance  ;  and, 
indeed,  no  man,  however  ignorant  or  prejudi¬ 
ced,  can  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  without  find¬ 
ing  that  the  duty  of  allegiance  to  a  Pagan  Go¬ 
vernment  was  strongly  and  repeatedly  enforced 
by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  especially  by  the 
latter,  who  found  the  Christians  of  their  time 
too  much  disposed  to  consider  their  faith'  in 
Christ,  as  absolving  them  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  Country  in  which  they  lived.  I  am  truly 
sorry  to  say,  that  I  fear,  in  this  Country,  all  who 
profess  to  be  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
do  not  teach  Christ’s  doctrine  of  allegiance  to 
their  flocks ;  and  I  particularly  lament  to  find  in 
the  minds  of  men,  who  assume  the  highest  rank 
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amongst  the  Ministers  of  the  Roman  persuasion* 
the  frequent  use  of  language,  tending  to  raise 
in  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  an  opinion  that 
none  are  to  be  considered  as  Members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Christ,  that  none  are  there¬ 
fore  to  be  esteemed  as  brethren  m  Christ,  but 
those  who  profess  adherence  to  the  See  of  Rome. 
Until  the  minds  of  men  are  brought  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  temper — until  the  Priests  of  the  Roman  per¬ 
suasion  shall  cease  to  inculcate  to  those  under 
their  instruction  doctrines  so  repugnant  to  their 
temporal  allegiance — until  they  shall  cease  to 
inculcate  that  all  who  differ  from  them  in  reli¬ 
gious  opinions  are  to  be  considered  as  guilty  of 
defection  from  the  See  of  Rome,  that  is,  as 
guilty  of  rebellion  (including  his  Majesty’s  sa¬ 
cred  person  in  that  description),  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  vulgar  men  should  think  them¬ 
selves  bound  by  any  tie  of  allegiance  to  a  King 
thus  represented  to  them,  as  himself  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  what  is  termed  a  higher  duty  of  alle¬ 
giance.  That  liberty  of  conscience,  which  those 
of  the  Roman  persuasion  desire  for  themselves, 
they  ought  to  allow  to  others,  and  they  do  not 
allow  tiiat  liberty  of  conscience ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  sanction  the  worst  of  persecutions, 
wherever  they  treat  any  man  sincerely  believing 
in  Christ  the  Redeemer  of  Mankind  as  not  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  or  Universal  Church, 
founded  by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  because  that 
man  does  not  believe  all  that  they  believe  of  the 
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See  of  Rome,  and  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  it, 
I  can  consider  no  man  (whatever  his  profession  of 
loyalty  may  be)  as  truly  the  loyal  subject  of  a 
King,  whom  he  thus  holds  up  to  his  people  as 
the  object  of  disaffection,  nay ,  of  hatred ,  be¬ 
cause  tnat  King  holds  a  different  opinion  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion  from  those  who  adhere  to  the  See 
oi  Rome,  and  because  he  refuses  any  obedience, 
in  matters  temporal,  to  that  See,  It  will  be  your 
duty,  my  Lord,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  with 
the  most  anxious  attention,  to  respect  no  man 
whose  conduct  shall  tend  to  disturb  it ;  to  exhort 
all  men,  by  patience  and  forbearance,  as  well  as 
b\  exei  tion,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavour  to 
preserve  it,  and  however  anxiously  they  may 
wish  for  a  change  in  the  establishment  provided 
foi  by  the  Law  of  the  Land,  for  the  maintenance 
of  religion,  however  conscientiously  they  may 
think  that  the  ends  of  religion  would  be  better 
answered  by  putting  those  of  the  Romish  persua¬ 
sion  in  place  of  those  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  they 
cannot,  consistently  with  the  duty  of  their  alle¬ 
giance,  pursue  that  purpose,  by  abetting,  or  even 
by  declining  to  xesist  and  suppress  the  rebellious 
conspiracy  formed  for  that  purpose, 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  firm  and  distinguish¬ 
ed  loyalty  which  has  marked  your  Lordship’s 
character  in  every  other  situation  of  life  will 
guide  y  our  steps  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties 
as  a  Magistrate, 
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May  God,  to  whom  all  our  errors  and  imperfec¬ 
tions  are  known,  protect  and  guard  you,  and  lead 
you  to  that  end  which  will  most  accord  with  the 
beneficent  purposes  for  which  the  office  of  Ma¬ 
gistracy  were  intended,  and  for  waich,  alone,  I 
am  persuaded,  you  prevail  on  yourself  to  under¬ 
take  so  arduous  a  charge,  under  circumstances 
of  so  much  difficulty. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere 
respect  and  esteem. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  faithful  humble  servant, 

KEDESDALE, 


LETTER  II. 


*  •  \ 

ANSWER  FROM  THE  EARL  OF  F1NGALL. 


MY  LORD, 

i  have  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship’s 
letter,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  appoint¬ 
ing  me  a  Magistrate  of  the  County  of  Meath,  at  a 
time  when  the  task  is  so  arduous.  1  must  beg  leave 
to  assure  you,  that  nothing  but  my  most  anxious 
desire  to  be  useful,  by  every  means  in  my  power. 


would  have  induced  me  to  solicit  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace.  Permit  me  to  return  your  Lord- 
ship  my  best  thanks  for  the  very  able  and  excel¬ 
lent  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  — ■  it 
shall  be  my  unceasing  endeavour  to  prove  my¬ 
self  net  unworthy  the  post  of  trust  confided  to 
me,  for  which  I  should  feel  myself  very  ill  qua* 
Lfied,  if  I  did  not  understand  the  duties  of  active 

your  Lord- 

ship,  I  have  always  been  taught  that  that  man 
was  a  traitor,  and  violated  his  allegiance,  wh© 
concealed  any  Plot  against  the  State  ;  —  to  this 
opinion  all  those  who  profess  the  same  religious 
faith  that  I  do  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn 
pledge.  I  am  sorry  any  have  deviated  from  it ; 
they  cannot  he,  I  am  persuaded,  those  remark¬ 
able  for  their  religious  and  good  conduct. 

It  gives  me  much  concern,  and  I  should  be 
very  sorry  it  were  generally  conceived,  that  your 
Lordship,  the  person  to  whom  the  Catholics  of 
another  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  never  cease 
expressing  their  obligations;  with  your  superior 
talents,  enlightened  and  liberal  mind ;  holding 
the  high  situation  you  do  in  this  country,  with 
so  much  credit  to  yourself  qnd  advantage  to  the 
public,  should  have  any  opinion  in  any  degree 
unfavourable  of  the  Irish  Catholics.  My  Lord, 
the  Catholic  religion  is  the  same  every  where :  I 
very  reluctantly  enter  upon  the  subject.  Religi¬ 
ous  disputes  I  have  always  considered  the  great* 
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est  misfortune  any  country  could  experience.  I 
must,  however,  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Lord* 
ship,  what  I  have  always  found  to  be  the  conduc- 
and  faith  of  the  Catholic.  I  need  not  speak  of 
his  attachment  to  and  respect  for  an  oath  ;  were 
he  less  delicate,  why  should  he  labour  under  any 
exclusion  now,  or  have  suffered  many  years  of 
penal  restriction?  I  must  say,  I  never  heard  a 
Catholic  wish  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Protestant 
Establishment ,  and  setting  up  m  its  place  one  of  his 
own  religion  —  this  was  not ,  as  is  w&ll  ascertained, 
the  object  of  the  promoter  of  the  Rebellion  in 
1798  ;  nor  do  I  believe  it  was  of  the  ruffians  and 
murderer  wrho  disgraced  this  country  on  a  late  oc¬ 
casion. —  The  Catholic  is  ready  at  this  moment 
to  sacrifice  his  life,  his  property,  every  thing 
dear  to  him,  in  support  of  the  present  Constitu¬ 
tion,  in  defence  of  that  beloved  Sovereign,  to 
whom  your  Lordship  does  not  seem  to  think  we  look 
up  with  that  veneration  and  gratitude  which  I 
assure  you  we  do. 

The  Catholic  wTshes  no  other  family  on  the 
throne,  no  other  Constitution,  but  certainly 
wishes  to  be  admitted,  whenever  it  shall  be 
deemed  expedient,  to  a  full  share  in  the  benefits 
and  blessings  of  that  happy  Constitution  under 
which  we  live  — a  participation  which,  I  trust, 
wre  have  and  shall  continue  to  prove  ourselves 
not  undeserving  of.  Catholic  loyalty  and  alle¬ 
giance,  I  need  not  tell  your  Lordship,  vrould 
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oblige  every  one  of  that  persuasion  to  resist  or 
repel  even  the  head  of  the  See  of  Rome.,  were  it 
possible  to  suppose  that  the  usurper  who  now 
disturbs  the  peace  of  the  world  would  send  him 
here  with  his  invading  army.  My  Lord,,  the 
doctrine  of  allegiance  is  perfectly  understood* 
and  unceasingly  preached  by  the  Catholic  Clergy. 
I  have  just  seen  an  address*  in  the  Newspapers* 
from  Dr.  Coppinger  to  his  flock*  at  Cloyne*  in 
which  Catholic  principles  and  allegiance  are 
much  more  fully  explained  and  inculcated  than 
I  could  attempt  doing.  The  late  exhortation  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Troy*  in  Dublin*  your  Lordship 
has  probably  seen*  and  his  character  for  distin¬ 
guished  loyalty  is  known  to  every  one.  In  179^* 
when  Hoche’s  Fleet  were  in  Bantry-Bay*  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Moylan  published  an  Address  to  his 
People  in  Cork*  for  which*  had  the  French 
landed*  he  would  undoubtedly  have  losthis  head. 
Surely*  my  Lord*  solemn  pledges  and  distin¬ 
guished  acts  of  loyalty  are  the  best  proofs  that 
can  be  given, 

I  have,  my  Lord,  taken  the  liberty  of  stating- 
to  your  Lordship  what  I  consider  Catholic  prin¬ 
ciples  and  Catholic  conduct.  Standing  in  the 
situation  I  do*  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  vindicate  the 
Catholics  from  any  unfavourable  opinion  enter¬ 
tained.  That  your  Lordship  should  know  and 
properly  appreciate  their  sentiments  and  conduct 
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is  my  only  aim,  and  would  be,  I  am  sure,  highly 
gratifying  to  them. 

I  beg  pardon  for  trespassing  so  long  on  your 
Lordship;  but,  when  there  is  a  question  of  th£ 
conduct  and  opinions  of  so  large  a  portion  of  his 
Majesty’s  subjects,  at  a  time  that  every  man  is 
wanting  to  defend  the  empire,  you  will,-  1  trust, 
excuse  me ;  and  l  think  I  could  not  give  your 
Lordship  a  better  proof  that  I  shall  endeavour  to 
merit  the  good  opinion  you  are  so  kind  as  to  en¬ 
tertain  of  me,  which  i  Lope  I  shall  never  for¬ 
feit. 

I  am.  See.  Sec.  Sec. 

LING  ALL. 

Great  Denmark-Streef,  Aug.  19,  1803. 


LETTER  III. 

FROM  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD 
CHANCELLOR  TO  THE  EARL  OF  FINGALL. 


Ely-place,  Dublin,  2lst  Aug.  1803. 

MY  LORD, 

Many  parts  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  have 
given  me  much  pain.  I  have  no  doubt  that  your 
Lordship  has  every  feeling  of  Christian  charity 
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towards  those  who  differ  from  you  in  religious 
opinion ;  but  I  have  daily  experience,  that  the 
same  charity  does  not  prevail  amongst  a  great 
many  who  profess  to  be  of  the  same  religious 
persuasion  with  your  Lordship.  I  am  fully  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  want  of  true  Christian  chanty, 
one  towards  the  other,  has  been  the  real  cause  of 
all  the  unfortunate  events  which  have  of  late  dis¬ 
graced  this  country  ;  and  I  think  it  the  duty  of 
every  man,  however  he  may  differ  in  points  of 
faith  from  others,  to  endeavour  to  impress  the 
great,  doctrine  of  Christian  charity  on  the  minds 
cf  all,  as  the  only  means  of  restoring  peace  to 
this  distracted  country.  Your  Lordship  seems  to 
imagine  that  those  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  who 
adhere  in  matters  or  faith  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
See  of  Rome,  are  disposed  to  discontent ,-  be¬ 
cause,  as  your  Lordship  is  pieased  to  express  your¬ 
self,  they  are  not  admitted  to  a  full  share  of  the 
benefits  and  blessings  of  the  happy  constitution 
under  which  they  live.  If  your  Lordship  means 
they  are  discontented,  because  they  are  not  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  members  of  either  House  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  or  to  hold  certain  great  offices  ;  or  because 
they  are  excluded  from  the  throne  ;  I  must  con¬ 
fess,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  in  Ireland,  amongst  whom  the  ferment 
principally  prevails,  have  any  anxiety  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  except  as  it  may  be  raised  in  their  minds  by 
others  ;  and  your  Lordship  must  allow  that  no 
disturbances,  of  the  same  description,  are  exci- 
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ted  amongst  the  Quakers,  who  certainly  are  liable 
to  more  disabilities,  for  conscience  sake,  than 
those  of  which  your  Lordship  complains.  I  am 
afraid,  or  rather,  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  diffe¬ 
rence  arises  from  the  different  temper  given  to 
their  minds  by  their  religious  instructors  •  that 
the  Quaker  is  taught  to  live  in  charity  with  all 
men,  whilst  those  who  follow  the  See  of  Rome, 
are  unfortunately  taught  a  very  confined  charity, 
being  told  they  are  exclusively  members  of  the 
Church  of  Christ ;  and  those  whose  minds  have 
not  been  enlarged,  by  education  or  habit,  feel  it 
difficult  to  conceive  how  those  whom  they  are 
taught  to  consider  as  not  Members  of  the  C  hurch, 
can  be  deemed  Christians ;  and,  accordingly, 
your  Lordship  will  find,  upon  inquiry,  that  the 
appellation  of  heathen  is  applied  by  those  to 
every  Protestant.  If  those  who  are  considered 
as  h-olding  a  higher  rank  in  the  priesthood  used 
their  influence  to  correct  this  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  lower  orders,  we  might  hope,  that 
by  degrees*  they  might  be  taught  to  consider  all 
who  believe  in  Christ  as  their  Redeemer,  though 
not  adhering  to  the  See  of  Rome,  as  their 
brethren  in  Christ ;  but,  unfortunately,  that  is  not 
the  case.  Dr.  Troy,  in  his  pastoral  instruction  on 
the  duties  of  Christian  citizens,  published  in 
1793,  holds  up  high,  the  exclusive  doctrine; 
which  those  who  think  humility  a  Christian  vir¬ 
tue,  in  all  respects  most  becoming  so  weak  and 
fallible  a  creature  as  man,  cannot  but  consider 
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as  savouring  of  presumption.  Dr.  Hussey,  in  Ms 
pastoral  letter,  published  in  1797,  expresses  him¬ 
self  in  a  stronger  language ;  and,  indeed,  it  is 
difficult  for  a  loyal  subject  to  read  that  publica¬ 
tion  without  feeling,  that,  especially  at  the  time 
of  its  appearance,  it  could  not  tend  to  produce 
loyalty,  or  even  submission  to  the  Government 
of  the  country,  in  the  minds  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  Whilst  such  impressions,  so 
excited,  are  rankling  in  the  minds  of  men,  very 
little  regard  can  be  paid  to  addresses  of  the  na¬ 
ture  to  which  your  Lordship  refers  me.  They  are 
given  to  the  winds,  as  long  as  the  priests  of  the 
See  of  Rome  shall  think  fit  to  hold  up  to  their 
flocks,  that  all  who  do  not  yield  obedience  to 
that  See  are  guilty  of  rebellion  against  it ;  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  members  of  the  Church 
of  Christ ;  and  therefore  are  not  (in  the  eyes  of 
the  vulgar  at  least)  to  be  considered  as  Christians. 
I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  those  who  listen  to 
their  doctrines  will  never  bear  Christian  charity 
towards  those  whom  so  represented  ;  and  will 
never  be  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects  of  a  King, 
thus  held  out  to  them  as  himself  a  rebel. — -In 
fine,  my  Lord,  those  who  clamour  for  liberty  of 
conscience,  (which  in  truth  they  have,)  must  be 
taught  to  allow  liberty  of  conscience  to  others ; 
and  those  who  desire  complete  participation 
must  treat  those  with  whom  they  desire  to  par¬ 
ticipate  as  brothers.  Until,  therefore,  the  priests 
of  the  Romish  persuasion  shall  think  it  their  duty 
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to  preach,  honestly  and  conscientiously,  the  great 
doctrine  of  universal  charity  in  Christ;  until 
they  shall,  in  all  their  instructions  to  those  under 
their  care,  represent,  honestly  and  conscientious¬ 
ly,  all  who  sincerely  believe  in  Christ,  the  Redeem¬ 
er  of  Mankind,  to  be  brethren  in  Christ,  however 
•  mistaken  they  may  suppose  any  of  them  to  be  in 
certain  points  of  faith  ;  until  they  shall  teach  their 
flocks  that  desiring  liberty  to  think  for  themselves, 
they  ought  also  to  permit  others  to  think  for 
themselves,  and  not  to  murder  them,  because  they 
differ  in  religious  opinions ;  peace  never  can  be 
established  in  the  land  ;  and  the  loyal  addresses 
of  Dr.  Troy  and  Dr.  Coppinger  will,  as  I  have 
before  said,  be  given  to  the  winds.  They  can 
have  no  effect ;  they  may  indeed  reach  the  eyes 
or  the  ears,  but  never  will  enter  the  hearts  of 
jhose  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  There  are 
parts  of  your  letter  to  which  I  will  not  advert, 
because  I  cannot  without  pain,  or  without  giving 
pain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  Sec.  Sec.  See. 

REDESDALE, 

To  the  lit.  lion.  The  Earl  of  Fingall,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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LETTER  IV, 

ANSWER  FROM  THE  EARL  OF  FINGALJL. 

i 

Aug.  27,  *1803. 

MY  LORD, 

I  feel  indeed  much  concern  that  any  part  of 
the  letter  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your 
Lordship  should  have  given  you  pain.  You 
need  not,  I  hope,  my  Lord,  any  assurance  that 
nothing  could  be  more  foreign  to  my  intentions* 

This  I  took  the  liberty  of  requesting  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  whom  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  this 
morning,  to  do  me  the  favour  of  mentioning  to 
your  Lordship  on  the  earliest  occasion.  I  merely 
stated  to  your  Lordship  what  my  own  feelings 
were,  and  what  I  have  always  found  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Catholics.  I  do  not  apprehend, 
that,  in  expressing  any  further  wish  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  body,  which  it  is  impossible  should  not  be 
entertained,  I  hinted  at  any  discontents  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  did  assure,  and  do  now  assure  your 
Lordship,  we  are  now  ready  to  make  every  sa¬ 
crifice,  encounter  every  danger,  for  the  defence 
of  the  King  and  Constitution,  and  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  peace.  Those  who  are  most  af¬ 
fected,  by  any  remaining  restrictions,  it  is  well 
known  have  never  excited  clamour  or  tumult,  but 


have  always  been  foremost  in  opposing  them.  I 
cannot  attempt  to  vindicate  all  those  who  have  at 
different  times  addressed  the  Catholics  ;  but  the 
late  exhortations,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  are  in¬ 
tended  and  calculated  to  inspire  sentiments  of 
loyalty,  obedience,  and  Christian  charity  t  and 
they  will,  I  trust,  have  that  effect.  Such  have 
been  the  instructions  1  have  constantly  heard  gi- 
*ven  by  the  Catholic  Clergy  to  their  flocks.  —  No¬ 
thing  to  excite  ill-will  or  dislike  to  any  person, 
on  account  of  his  religious  belief,  but  the  most 
perfect  brotherly  love  and  affection  to  all.  ^  our 
Lordship  will,  I  hope,  allow  me  to  repeat  my 
regret  that  any  thing  I  have  written  should  have 
given  you  pain,  or  me  reason  to  feel  it,  which  I 
should,  in  a  ver}T  high  degree  indeed,  if  I  was 
conscious  of  having  intentionally  advanced  any 
thing  that  would  appear  improper  or  unreason¬ 
able  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

FINGALL. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Redeidale  &c.  &c. 


LETTER  V. 


FROM  THE  RIGHT  HOIS*  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR 
TO  THE  EARL  OF  FINGALL. 


Ely-Place,  Dublin,  Aug.  $8,  1803. 

MY  LORD, 

The  high  respect  arid  esteem  I  bear  for  your 
Lordship,  whose  loyalty  andTrumanity  have  been 
at  all  times  conspicuous,  and  the  manner  in  which 
your  Lordship,  in  the  letter  with  which  I  was 
honoured  yesterday,  has  expressed  your  regret, 
that  any  part  of  your  former  letter  should  have 
given  me  pain,  compels  me  again  to  trouble  your 
Lordship  with  a  few  words.  The  pam  I  felt 
arose  from  an  apprehension,  that  I  could  not 
hope  for  such  a  change  in  the  sentiments  of  those 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  adhere  to  the  See 
of  Rome,  towards  those  who  refuse  obedience  to 
it,  as  might  lead  to  their  living  together  in  peace. 
In  some  parts  of  Europe,  misfortune  appears  to 
have  produced  so  much  of  humility,  that  the 
persons,  who  have  occupied  the  choice  of  that 
See,  have  been  inclined  to  bend  towards  coun¬ 
tries,  in  which  some  of  its  most  important  pre¬ 
tensions  have  been  rejected  ;  and  in  this  state  of 
humiliation,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that  a 
sense  of  the  weakness  and  imperfections  of  man 


c 


18 


might  have  been  so  far  felt,  as  to  lead  the  adhe¬ 
rents  to  that  See,  in  Ireland,  no  longer  to  teach 
their  followers  a  doctrine  so  repugnant  (as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me)  to  the  repose  of  mankind,  as  that 
to  which  I  had  alluded  in  my  letter.  I  conclude, 
from  your  Lordship’s  letter  to  me,  that  there  is 
no  person  amongst  the  adherents  of  the  See  of 
Rome,  in  Ireland,  whose  mind,  however  culti- 
tivated,  however  liberal  in  other  respects,  can 
be  thought  to  consider  any  persons  as  Christians, 
who  refuse  obedience  to  that  See.  I  conclude, 
also,  that  the  priests  of  that  persuasion  still  teach 
their  flocks,  that  all  who  refuse  obedience  are 
guilty  of  a  wicked  rebellion  against  divine  au¬ 
thority,  which  must  produce  their  eternal  dam¬ 
nation  in  the  next  world,  and  render  them  ob¬ 
jects  of  horror  and  dislike  in  this.  As  long  as 
this  doctrine  (which,  with  all  humility  I  say  it, 
appears  to  me  to  be  repugnant  to  every  idea  of 
Christian  charity,  taught  by  the  Scriptures)  shall 
he  preached  to  their  congregations ;  and  until 
those  congregations  shall  be  taught  that  Protes¬ 
tants  of  every  description,  although  in  their  opi¬ 
nion  in  error  on  certain  points,  are  to  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
their  brethren  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  there  can  be  no  hope  that  exhortations 
ti  loyalty  and  obedience  to  a  Protestant  Govern¬ 
ment  will  have  any  effect.  Men  of  education 
and  property  my  feel  loyalty  and  obedience  to 
such  a  Government  to  he  proper,  or,  at  least. 
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expedient ;  but  preaching  to  men  of  the  lower 
orders,  and  especially  to  those  without  property, 
loyalty,  and  obedience,  under  such  circumstan¬ 
ces,  cannot  be  sincere,  without  supposing  their 
minds  of  a  refinement  of  which  they  are  utterly 
incapable ;  and  seems  therefore  to  me  to  be  either 
mockery  or  folly.  Perhaps  I  am  too  presump¬ 
tuous  in  forming  this  opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me 
confirmed  by  recent  events,  and  I  cannot  other- 
wise  account  for  the  fact  so  generally  asserted 
by  the  Priests  of  the  Romish  persuasion,  that 
during  the  late  rebellion,  their  exhortations  to 
loyalty  and  obedience  had  no  effect.  I  find  it 
also  confirmed  by  the  circumstances,  that  those 
Priests  were,  I  presume,  utterly  ignorant  that 
those  under  their  instructions  had  ever  conceived 
in  their  minds  the  horrid  purposes  which  they  ma*> 
nfested  on  the  2  2d  of  July,  and  which  persons  came 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland  zvith  design  to  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  humble  servant, 

REDESDALE. 


The  Earl  of  Fingall,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


\ 


to 

LETTER  VI. 

•  * 

ANSWER  FROM  THE  EARL  OF  FIN  GALL, 

Great  Denmark-street,  Sept.  4 ,  1803. 

MY  LORD, 

I  must  beg  your  Lordship  will  be  kind  enough 
to  excuse  my  not  having  sooner  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  last  letter  you  did  me  $ie  ho¬ 
nour  to  address  me,  which  has  been  occasioned 
by  my  absence  from  town  for  some  days  past 
Hououred  as  I  must  feel  by  your  Lordship’s  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  the  expressions  of  personal  re¬ 
gard  towards  me  contained  in  your  letters,  I  am 
the  more  anxious  to  impress  your  Lordship  with 
that  favourable  opinion  of  the  persons  in  this 
country  who  profess  the  same  religious  faith  I  do 
myself,  which  it  has  been  my  endeavour  to  prove 
to  your  Lordship  they  are  deserving  of.  Nothing 
but  my  wish  to  procure  for  them  an  object  so 
desirable,  and  my  high  respect  for  your  Lord- 
ship,  would  have  induceh  me  to  touch  at  all  on  a 
discussion  of  religious  subjects  :  and  not  having 
been,  I  fear,  fortunate  enough  yet  to  satisfy  your 
Lordship’s  mind,  as  to  the  objections  you  make 
to  our  religion,  I  should  be  glad,  with  your 
Lordship's  permission,  to  state  them  to  some  of 
our  superior  Clergy,  who  would,  I  am  pretty 
K  certain*  enable  me  to  convince  your  Lordship, 
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that  our  religious  doctrine  preaches  charity  and 
brotherly  love  to  all  mankind,  without  distinct 
tion  of  religion ;  true  and  sincere  allegiance  to 
our  good  King ;  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
Constitution  and  our  Country ;  from  an  honest 
and  conscientious  conviction  that  such  is  the  duty 
of  a  good  subject,  and  a  good  Catholic,,  be  the 
religion  of  the  Monarch  what  it  may.  For  my 
own  part,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  attribute  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  situation  of  this  country  to  any  thing  con¬ 
nected  with  matters  of  Religious  Faith;  Jaco¬ 
binism  and  French  principles  and  politics,  the 
want  of  morality,  and  the  depraved  state  of  the 
human  mind,  are,  I  conceive,  the  sources  of  our 
misfortunes  ;  Religion  may  have  been  made  a 
tool  by  wicked  and  designing  people :  this  has 
often  happened  in.  every  country,  and  is  easily 
effected  when  religious  differences  exist.  The 
distracted  and  melancholy  state  we  are  in,  every 
body  must  lament ;  how  it  is  to  be  mended  is  a 
matter  for  the  Statesman  ;  and  surely  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  an  object  more  worthy  of  your 
Lordship’s  high  talents  and  abilities, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
My  Lord,  your  Lordship’s  very  humble 

And  obedient  servant, 
FiNGALL 

T«  the  Bight  Hou.  Lord  Redesdale,  &c,  &c.  Sec, 

*  \ 
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LETTER  VII. 

FROM  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD 
CHANCELLOR  TO  THE  EARL  OF  FINGALL. 

Ely-Place,  Sept.  6,  1803. 

MY  LORD,,  \ 

I  find  myself  as  little  qualified  as  your  Lord¬ 
ship  represents  yourself  to  be,  to  discuss  with  the 
persons  to  whom  you  refer  me  the  points  you 
mention.  I  can  only  say,  that  the  impression 
made  on  the  minds  of  those  of  the  lower  orders, 
certainly  does  not  correspond  with  the  doctrines 
which  your  Lordship  represents  to '  be  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  religion  you  profess.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  your  Lordship  heartily  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  embraces  and  acts  upon  those  doctrines — 
the  whole  tenour  of  your  life  shews  that  you  have 
done  so  ;  but  the  whole  tenour  of  the  conduct 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  of  the  Romish 
persuasion  shews,  that  such  doctrines  are  not 
effect  uaLly  taught  to  them  ;  and,  if  I  am  to  judge 
from  the  writings,  as  wrell  as  the  conduct  of  some 
of  the  higher  orders  of  the  laity  as  well  as  of 
the  Clergy,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  are  tho¬ 
roughly  impressed  with  the  feelings  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  guide  your  Lordship’s  libeial  and  bene¬ 
ficent  mind.  On  the  contrary,  in  many  instan- 
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ces  it  appears  to  me,,  that  the  conduct  of  some 
high  amongst  the  priesthood*  is  calculated  to 
excite  in  the  minds  of  those  under  their  care* 
hatred  to  their  Protestant  fellow-subjects*  and 
disloyalty  to  their  Government.  I  am  assured* 
from  very  high  and  very  respectable  authority* 
that  (at  least  in  one  district)  the  Priests  who 
were  instrumental  in  saving  the  lives  of  the  loy¬ 
alists  in  the  late  rebellion*  are  universally  dis¬ 
countenanced  by  their  Superior  and  that  a 
Priest  proved  to  have  been  guilty  of  sanctioning 
the  murderers  in  1798*  transported  to  Botany 
Bay*  and  since  pardoned  by  the  mercy  of  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  brought  back  in  triumph  by  the  same 
Superior*  to  what  in  defiance  of  the  law  he  calls 
ms  parish,  and  there  placed  as  a  martyr*  in  a 
manner  the  most  insulting  to  the  feeling^  of  the 
Protestants*  to  the  justice  of  the  country^  and  to 
that  Government*  to  whose  lenity  lie  owTes  his 
redemption  from  the  punishment  due  to  his 
crimes,  f 

It  is  strongly  reported,  that  the  successor  to 

'*  In  the  district  alluded  to,  the  u  Superior’*  selected  for  his 
Vicar-General,  (the  highest  situation  in  his  power  to  bestow)  a 
Clergyman,  who,  in  the  year  1798,  had  been  happily  instrumental 
in  saving  the  life  of  a  respectable  gentleman,  by  putting  him  o©. 
his  guard  against  an  assassin. 

t  Vide  Narrative  of  the  Priest  here  intimated,  and  which  is 
printed  at  the  close  of  this  Correspondence,* 

c  4 


24 


Dr.  Hussey,  (whose  disaffection  was  so  manifest, 
that  perhaps  Government  consulted  its  disposi¬ 
tion  to  lenity  much  more  than  its  duty,  when  it 
permitted  him  to  return  to  Ireland)  is  to  be  a  man 
also  notoriously  disaffected.  If  the  appointment 
is  to  be  made  in  the  usual  manner,  at  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  higher  order  of  your  Clergy,  I 
cannot  think  that  much  of  loyalty  is  to  be  expected 
from  those  who  recommended  such  a  man  *  If 
the  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome  supersedes  the 
ordinary  recommendation,  it  must  be  recollected 
that  that  authority  is  now  in  the  hands  of  France ; 
indeed  it  cannot  be  forgotten,  that  your  whole 
Priesthood  acknowledge  obedience  to  one  who 
is  the  vassal  of  France,  who  exists  as  a  temporal 
Prince  at  least  only  by  the  permission  of  France, 
the  avowed  enemy  of  the  Government  under 
which  we  live ;  under  such  circumstances,  it  can¬ 
not  be  believed,  that  any  honest  and  conscientious 
means  have  been  or  will  be  taken  by  the  Priests 
of  the  Romish  persuasion  to  make  the  lower  or¬ 
ders  of  the  people,  composing  their  congrega- 

*  The  successor  to  Dr.  Hussey  is  not  yet  named,  and  it  was 
impossible  that  the  noble  writer  could  have  accurate  information 
on  the  subject.  The  recommendation  to  Home  is  in  the  Bishops 
of  the  province — of  whom  one  is  Dr.  Moylan,  and  another  Dr. 
Coppinger ;  both  have  eminently  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
personal  attachment  to  the  British  .Government,  and  by  their  pa¬ 
thetic  and  nervous  exhortations  addressed  to  their  Clergy,  for  the 
purposes  of  exciting  and  maintaining  loyalty  and  good  conduct  in 
their  respective  districts. 
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lions,  loyal  subjects  of  the  Protestant  Govern- 
ment  of  this  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  sincerest 
respect  and  esteem. 

My  Lord, 

You  Lordship’s  most  obedient. 

And  humble  servant, 

RED  ESI)  ALE. # 

To  the  Earl  of  Fingall,  &c.  &c. 


To  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  County 

of  Cork . 


THE  HUMBLE  REMONSTRANCE  OF  THE  REV.  PETER 
oY'EIL,  R.  C.  PARISH  PRIEST  OF  BALLYMACODA, 
(VIDE  NOTE,  LETTER  VII,  OF  THE  CORRESPON¬ 
DENCE.) 


MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

The  present  mild  administration  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  in  Ireland,  having  graciously  recalled  me 

,  *  This  letter  was  not  answered.  But,  after  some  interval,  the 
correspondence  recommenced,  and  four  letters  were  interchanged  ; 
but,  as  the  latter  have  not  got  into  circulation,  the  same  motives 
do  not  exist  for  their  publication  as  for  that  series  now  laid  before 
the  public.  As  soon  as  they  are,  they  will  be  printed  separately, 
for  the  convenience  of  those  who  may  purchase  the  foregoing. 


from  a  painful  and  humiliating  exile,  to  liberty  in  my 
native  country,  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  solicit  your  attention,  while  I  endeavour,  by  a  plain 
statement,  to  remove  from  your  minds  that  Odiunt 
which  misrepresentation  and  obloquy  have  long  excited 
against  me ;  and  which,  unremoved,  must  render  myv 
existence  here  equally  painful  to  you  and  to  myself. 
Were  this  obloquy  and  misrepresentation  confined  in  its 
effects  to  my  own  individual  person,  however  desirable 
tlie  reinstatement  in  your  good  opinion  must  be,  I 
should  hardly  presume  to  intrude  upon  you  ;  blit  my 
character  affects,  in  some  degree,  that  of  the  body  to 
which  1  have  the  honour  to  belong;  it  interests  the  re¬ 
putation  of  many  respectable  persons  who  have  humane¬ 
ly  interfered  in  my  behalf;  and,  what  is  still  of  far 
greater  importance,  it  may  possibly  interest  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  his  Majesty's  Government  in  Ireland,  which,  with 
discriminating  impartiality  hath  looked  down  upon  me, 
enveloped  as  I  was  in  a  qjjst  of  calumny,  hath  stretched 
forth  a  parental  hand  to  release  me  from  imprisonment, 
to  break  my  chains,  and  to  expunge  the  hasty  sentence 
which  consigned  me  for  a  time  to  shame  and  suffering. 
I  shall  be  particularly  careful,  while  you  condescend  to 
indulge  me  with  a  hearing,  to  confine  myself  to  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  my  exculpation.  To  express, 
or  even  to  harbour  resentment,  would  ill  become  me  at 
any  time,  but  particularly  now.  I  forgive,  from  my  soul, 
every  injury  I  have  received,  and  every  person  con¬ 
cerned  in  indicting  it;  not  only  religion  requires  this  at 
my  hands,  but  common  sense  and  justice. 

When  I  was  arrested  and  punished,  it  was  doubtless 
m  the  supposition  that  I  was  deeply  engaged  in  the  hor¬ 
rors  which  disgraced  many  parts  of  this  kingdom  at  that 
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distressing  period.  To  have  been  pointed  at  as  an  Uni* 
ted  Irishman,  as  concerned  in  the  shedding  of  blood, 
as  an  abettor  of  treason,  as  assenting  to,  and  encoura¬ 
ging  murder,  was  naturally  a  death-warrant  in  that  mo¬ 
ment  of  irritation.  If  it  were  allowed  me  to  complain, 

I  should  only  find  fault  with  the  precipitancy  of  die 
proceedings  which  then  afflicted  me.  Had  I  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  regular  trial,  or  even  a  calm  investigation, 
the  error  would  have  been  discovered,  and  rny  misfor¬ 
tunes  would  have  been  obviated ;  but,  though  the  mea¬ 
sures  were  precipitately  adopted,  they  were  so,  under 
the  full  conviction  of  my  flagitious  guilt;  and,1  however 
painful  to  me,  were  certainly  much  lighter  than  such 
guilt  would  have  deserved.  Hanging  were  too  mild  for 
it ;  and  did  my  conscience  charge  me  at  this  moment 
with  what  I  was  accused  of  then,  I  should  think  myself 
favoured  by  transportation.  I  should  hide  my  head, 
during  the  remainder  of  my  ignominious  days,  from  the 
sight  of  the  most  atrocious  fellow-criminals;  but  no 
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proof  of  these  enormities  ever  has,  or  ever  can  be  ad¬ 
duced.  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I  am  now  liberated  . 
not  through  a  pardon  solicited  tor,  or  granted  me,  but 
on  the  merits  of  my  case.  To  volunteer  in  perjury,  is 
an  excess  of  wickedness  so  viic?  as  not  to  be  attributed 
to  the  most  abandoned  without  the  strongest  proofs. 
Under  a  full  conviction  that  an  appeal  to  the  God  of 
Truth,  in  support  of  known  falsehood,  would  be  no¬ 
thing  less  than  a  call  upon  him  to  expunge  my  name  for 
ever  from  the  book  of  life ;  to  withhold  from  me  all 
participation  in  the  merits  of  my  Redeemer ;  to  doom, 
of  its  own  nature,  my  soul  to  never-ending  misery ;  I 
most  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God, 
upon  his  Holy  Gospels,  first,  that  I  was  nc\er  an  United 


Irishman ;  that  I  never  took  that  oath ;  that  I  never  en¬ 
couraged,  advised,  or  permitted  others  to  take  it ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  I  dissuaded  others  from  taking  it: 
some  of  whom  have  had  the  generosity  to  make  affidavit 
of  my  exertions  in  their  behalf;  and  there  are  others, 
who  have  candidly  added  that  they  would  have  taken  it, 
had  I  not  prevented  them.  Some  of  these  affidavits 
have  long  since  been  laid  before  Government,  together 
with  the  other  documents  of  my  exculpation.  Secondly, 
I  do  declare  upon  my  oath,  that  I  never  signed  the 
death-warrant  of  any  man ;  or  an  assent  to  the  murder, 
or  to  the  death  of  any  man ;  and  that  I  never  was  asked 
to  :ign  such  death-warrant  or  assent.  This  declaration 
is  further  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstance  :  no  such  paper  has  been  ever  produced 
against  me.  It  would  have  amounted  incontrovertibly 
to  conspiracy  or  murder;  it  would  alone  have  condemn¬ 
ed  me  to  the  gibbet;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  you 
consider  the  temper  of  my  treatment,  that  such  an  im¬ 
portant  paper  would  not  have  been  kept  back  through 
lenity.  There  are  some  gentlemen  of  this  country,  who 
have  declared  to  others  that  will  attest  it,  that  they  had 
this  paper  in  their  hand ;  that  they  knew  my  signature. 

I  now  call  upon  them  most  respectfully,  most  earnestly, 
and  without  intending  the  slightest  offence;  I  challenge 
them,  I  defy  them  to  produce  it.  When  these  gentle¬ 
men  were  asked  by  my  friends,  during  my  banishment, 
why  this  paper  was  not  brought  forward  previous  to  my 
punishment,  or  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  which  was 
held  upon  me  in  Youghal,  some  could  give  no  answer, 
while  others  asserted  that  iff  was  subsequent  to  that  n- 
quiry  this  paper  was  discovered.  Again  I  call  for  it; 
let  it  be  produced ;  and.  if  it  cannot,  let  common  jus-» 
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ties  remand  it  for  ever  to  its  source — -malignant  calum¬ 
ny.  It  was  my  peculiar  misfortune,  that  the  charges 
then  made  against  me  were  not  only  withheld  from  my¬ 
self,  but  even  my  friends  had  no  intimation  of  them, 
except  by  common  report,  which  then  was  busily  em¬ 
ployed  in  disseminating  the  various  atrocities  supposed 
to  have  been  committed  by  me;  but  nothing  specifically 
authenticated  iiad  transpired  :  the  very  committal  was  so 
vague,  as  to  have  excited  the  astonishment  of  a  profes¬ 
sional  friend  of  mine  in  Dublin,  and  to  have  eventually 
led  to  my  discharge.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  my  case.  Immediately  upon  my  arrest,  £ 
was  brought  into  Youghal,  where,  without  any  previous 
trial,  I  was  confined  in  a  loathsome  receptacle  of  the 
barrack called  the  I  lack  Hole,  rendered  still  more 
offensive,  by  the  stench  of  the  common  necessary  ad¬ 
joining  it.  In  that  dungeon  I  remained  from  Friday 
until  Monday,  when  I  was  conducted  to  the  Ball-alley 
to  receive  my  punishment.  No  trial  had  yet  intervened, 
nor  ever  after.  I  was  stripped  and  tied  up ;  six  soldiers 
stood  forth  for  this  operation ;  some  of  them  right- 
handed,  some  left-handed  men,  two  at  a  time,  (as  I 
judge  from  the  quickness  of  the  lashes)  and  relieved  at 
intervals,  until  I  had  received  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  lashes  so  vigorously  and  so  deeply  inflicted,  that  my 
back  and  the  points  of  my  shoulders  were  quite  bared  of 
the  flesh. 

At  that  moment,  a  letter  was  handed  to  the  officer 
presiding,  Written,  I  understand,  in  my  favour,  by  the 
late  Horn  Capfc.  O’Brien,  of  Rostellan.  It  happily  in¬ 
terrupted  my  punishment.  But  I  had  not  hitherto  sha¬ 
ken  the  triangle;  a  display  of  feeling  which  it  seems  was 
eagerly  expected  from  me.  To  accelerate  that  spectacle. 
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a  Wire-Cat  was  introduced,  armed  with  scraps  of  tin  or 
lead.  (I  jtidge  from  the  effect,  and  from  the  descrip¬ 
tion  given  me.)  Whatever  were  its  appendages,  I  can¬ 
not  easily  forget  the  power  of  it.  In  defiance  of  shame, 
my  waistband  was  cut,  for  the  finishing  strokes  of  this 
lacerating  instrument.  The  very  first  lash,  as  it  renewed 
all  my  pangs,  and  shot  convulsive  agony  through  my 
entire  frame,  made  me  shake  the  triangle  indeed.  A 
second  infliction  of  it  penetrated  my  loins,  and  tore 
them  excruciatingly:  the  third  maintained  the  tremu- 
lous  exhibition  long  enough  —  the  spectators  were  satis¬ 
fied. 

I  should  spare  you,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  the 
disgusting  minuteness  of  this  last  detail,  but  it  will  be 
found  materially  connected  with  a  most  dreadful  charge 
which  appears  upon  the  minutes  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry , 
held  to  investigate  my  case,  the  year  following,  in 
Youghal,  under  General  Graham,  by  order  of  ther 
Marquis  Cornwallis.  Before  this  Court  I  was  not  brought; 
nor  any  friend  of  mine  summoned  thither  to  speak  for 
me.  It  was  even  a  subject  of  sarcastic  remark  in  the 
prison-ship,  that,  while  I  stood  there  among  the  sailors, 
my  trial,  as  they  termed  it,  was  going  on  in  Youghah 
With  the  proceedings  of  that  court  I  am  to  this  day  un¬ 
acquainted.  It  was  ordered,  1  know,  in  consequence 
of  a  memorial  upon  my  situation,  handed  to  a  distin¬ 
guished  Nobleman,  and  by  him  presented  at  the  Castle  ; 

I  was  not  consulted  with  regard  to  its  contents.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  me,  it  was  penned  with  more  zeal  than  ac¬ 
curacy;  setting  forth,  among  other  hardships,  that,  af¬ 
ter  my  punishment,  I  had  been  left  without  medical  as¬ 
sistance,  (on  the  report,  I  presume,  of  a  Sister-in-Law, 
who  visited  me  within  the  interval  between  the  whipping 


and  apothecary's  arrival) ;  it  further  stated  that  I  had 
been  ivhipt  and  thrown  into  a  dungeon;  instead  ot  stating,, 
as  it  ought  to  have  done,'  that  I  had  been  thrown  into  a 
dungeon  and  whipt.  This  inversion  was  fatal  to  -me.  For 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Green,  Apothecary,  most  plausibly- 
contradicted  these  allegations  of  the  memorial;  and 
that  circumstance,  when  coupled  with  the  subsequent 
horrid  charges  audaciously  forged  and  foisted  into  the 
Minutes  of  the  Inquiry,  excited  an  almost  invincible 
prejudice  in  the  mind  of  the  merciful  Lord  Cornwallis 
against  me.  For  when,  after  a  considerable  lapse  of 
time,  my  professional  friend  in  Dublin  renewed  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  save  me,  at  the  risk  of  being  deemed  importu¬ 
nate  and  troublesome,  he  was  stiTl  graciously  honoured 
with  an  audience,  wherein  to  preclude  all  future  inter¬ 
ference,  as  quite  ineffectual  and  hopeless,  his  Excellency 
directed  Colonel  Littlehales  to  read  these  minutes  to  my 
patron.  They  reported  that  I  had  freely  avowed  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Green,  Apothecary,  while  he  was  dres¬ 
sing  my  wounds.,  at  the  time  I  was  about  to  be  sent  on 
board  the  prison-ship,  that  I  deserved  all  I  had  suffered 
and  more ;  for  I  was  privy  to  the  murders,  &c.  &c„ 
committed  in  my  parish:  that  I  could  account  for  my 
conduct  in  no  other  way,  than  by  attributing  it  to  the 
instigation  of  the  Devil ;  and  that  I  deserved  to  be  shot. 
The  cruel  edge  of  this  forged  evidence  was  still  further 
whetted,  by  subjoining  to  it,  that  this  Mr.  Green  was 
a  Roman  Catholic.  My  respectable  intercessor,  being 
quite  unprepared  to  meet  such  an  accusation,  hung 
down  his  head  and  withdrew.  But  he  lost  no  time  in 
communicating  this  reverse  to  my  Ordinary,  Dr.  -Cop- 
pinger,  who  was  equally  astonished  at  these  assertions; 
but  who  seized  the  opportunity,  until  a  refutation  of  all 


could  be  procured,  to  point,  in  the  interim,  to  the  de¬ 
signing  and  notorious  falsehood  of  Mr.  Green’s  Catholi - 
city.  In  a  very  few  days,  Mr.  Green  himself  spontane¬ 
ously  furnished  my  Bishop  with  a  peremptory  denial  of 
the  above  particulars,  under  his  own  hand:  declaring 
moreover,  in  a  written  acknowledgement,  that  no  con¬ 
versation  had  passed  between  him  and  the  prisoner,  but 
as  between  a  medical  man  and  his  patient.  This  same  gen¬ 
tleman  also  ingenuously  presented  himself  at  the  parish- 
chapel  of  Ballymacoda,  offering  to  make  oath,  that  he 
had  not  given  the  evidence  here  attributed  to  him.  The 
Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General,  Major  Ellis,  has  been 
pleased  to  transcribe  these  minutes,  as  far  as  they  re¬ 
guarded  Mr.  Green,  for  the  express  purpose  of  contra¬ 
dicting  this  forgery.  I  shall  now  insert  them,  with  his 
letter  to  the  said  Mr.  Green  : 


u  Youghal,  July  28,  1800. 

u  SIR, 

“  Your  application  to  me  for  a  copy  of  the  evidence 
you  gave  at  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  by  order  of  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Graham,  at  which,  by  the  said  General’s  orders 
you  were  obliged  to  attend,  I  have  not  the  smallest  ob¬ 
jection  to  give  you,  which  I  have  taken  verbatim  from 
the  original,  now  in  my  possession,  and  in  which  I  can¬ 
not  be  mistaken,  as  you  know  I  acted  as  Deputy  Judge 
Advocate  General  at  the  said  Court. 

V.  / 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  ELLIS.” 
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H  Evidence  given  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Green ,  Apothecary ,  at 
a  Court  of  Inquiry,  which  sat  atYoughal,  on  the  28  tk 
of  August ,  1799 »  ho  inquire  into  and  investigate  the 
Conduct  of  the  Rev.  Peter  O’Neil,  formerly  Parish - 
Priest  of  the  Parish  of  Ballymacoda , 

“  Question  by  the  Court .  —  As  the  prisoner  has  set 
forth  in  his  Memorial  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant,  that  he  was  kept  in  a  dungeon,  and,  after  pu¬ 
nishment,  was  neglected ;  not  having  his  back  dressed ; 
the  Court  call  upon  you  to  declare  what  you  know,  as 
to  that  part  of  his  Memorial. 

“  Answer  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Green.  —  In  less  than  two 
hours  after  O’Neil,  the  Priest,  had  been  punished,  I 
attended  him,  and  dressed  his  back;  and  gave  him  such 
medicines  as  I  deemed  necessary.  The  prisoner  was 
confined  in  an  airy,  comfortable,  healthy  room,  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  jail,  where  I  visited  him  every  day,  and 
dressed  his  back,  and  administered  every  assistance  I 

judged  necessary ;  not  only  to  preserve  his  health,  but 

« 

likewise  to  heal  Tiis  back;  and  when  the  prisoner  was 
removed  from  the  jail  to  the  guard-room,  in  order  to  be 
put  on  board  of  a  boat,  I  then  dressed  him  and  gave 
him  a  lotion  to  use  afterwards,  in  order  to  preserve  his 
health.  And  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  I 
never  received  any  payment  for  my  medicines  or  trou- 

i  -  -  ✓ 

ble. — This  is  the  whole  of  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Green, 

“  RICHARD  ELLIS, 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General/’ 
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Another  respectable  gentleman  is  represented  in  these 
minutes  to  have  said,  that  immediately  after  my  punish¬ 
ment,  I  acknowledged  to  him  that  I  was  privy  to  the 
murder  of  two  soldiers ;  that  I  knew  of  a  gun  kept  in 
my  parish  for  the  purpose  of  murder,  and  remarkable 
for  the  certainty  of  its  aim  :  he  is  there  beside  stated  to 
have  said,  that  I  made  this  declaration,  not  under  any 
apprehension  of  punishment,  but  I  seemed  rather  to 
speak,  as  one  Clergyman  would  to  another,  in  a  moment 
of  contrition :  such  at  least  is  the  substance  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman's  words,  as  far  as  my  friend  in  Dublin,  to  whom 
the  evidence  was  read,  could  recollect  it.  Now  trom 
the  nature  of  the  communication,  which  it  is  here  as¬ 
serted  I  made,  it  will  be  naturally  supposed,  that  the 
gentleman  had  a  private  interview  with  me  after  my 
punishment ;  but  he  himself  is  thoroughly  persuaded 
that  he  had  not.  I  never  laid  my  eyes  on  him  since  I 
saw  him  at  that  time,  in  the  public  Ball-alley.  During 
my  flagellation  he  stood  opposite  me,  close  to  the  trian¬ 
gle,  with  a  paper  and  a  pencil  in  his  hand,  noting  down 
whatever  then  occurred  to  him.  He  asked,  Did  you  not 
know  that  fire-arms  were  taken  from  my  house  ?  My  answer 
was  rather  too  short —  Sir ,  I  heard  you  say  so  ;  but  I  felt 
at  the  moment,  by  heavier  strokes,  the  consequence  of 
my  impoliteness.  I  really  considered  that  gentleman, 
on  account  of  his  apparent  insensibility  at  the  time,  as 
the  very  reverse  of  a  friend  ;  and  while  I  now  positively 
deny  my  having  made  the  acknowledgement  above  re¬ 
ported,  I  thall  take  the  liberty  to  ask;  first,  whether  it 
be  consistent  with  likelihood,  that,  when  such  a  severe 
punishment  and  so  witnessed  by  him,  was  over,  I  had  se¬ 
lected  that  very  gentleman  in  order  to  criminate  myself 
to  such  a  confident ;  without  any  possible  advantage 


beg  leave  to  ask  in  the  second  place,  if  I  had  made  this 
acknowledgement  at  the  Ball-alley,  why  a  certain  subal¬ 
tern,  declaring  that  he  had  power  to  act  as  he  pleased 
by  me,  should  take  me  (naked  and  bleeding  as  I  was) 
into  a  small  room  in  a  corner  of  the  Ball-alley,  and  sternly 
tell  me,  that  if  I  would  not  now  make  an  avowal  of  guilty 
I  should  be  brought  out  to  receive  a  repetition  of  my 
punishment;  and  afterwards  to  be  shot.  And  why  he 
should  repeat  that  menace  the  same  evening  in  the  jail, 
and  still  more  forcibly  the  day  following.  The  circum¬ 
stances  of  his  exertions  cn  that  occasion,  are  too  striking 
to  be  omitted.  After  I  had  answered  him  in  the  corner 
of  the  Ball-alley,  that  I  would  suffer  any  death  rather 
than  acknowledge  a  crime  whereof  I  was  not  guilty, 
he  told  me  I  should  be  set  at  liberty  if  I  would  agree  to  a 
certain  proposal  which  be  then  made  me;  but  justice 
and  truth  commanded  me  to  reject  it.  When  conduct¬ 
ed  to  jail,  after  a  lapse  of  three  hours,  I  was  presented 
with  a  refreshment :  it  appeared  to  be  wine  and  water, 
but  must  have  had  some  other  powerful  ingredient;  for 
it  speedily  brought  on  a  stupor.  The  same  officer  soon 
roused  me  from  my  lethargy,  with  a  renewed  effort'  to 
extort  this  avowal  from  me :  he  drew  his  sword ;  he  de¬ 
clared  he  would  never  part  with  me  until  it  were  given 
in  writing;  he  threatened  that  I  should  be  forthwith  led 
out  again,  flogged  as  before,  shot,  hanged,  my  head  cut 
off  to  be  exposed  upon  the  jail  top,  and  my  body 
thrown  into  the  river :  that  he  would  allow  me  but  two 
minutes  to  determine.  Then  going  to  the  door,  he  called 
for  a  scrip  of  paper,  while  the  sentinel  swore  terribly  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  would  blow  my  brains  out  if  I 
persisted  longer  in  my  refusal.  Under  this  impression  I 
scribbled  a  note  to  my  brother,  which  they  instantly  cried 
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out  was  what  they  wanted  ;  the  precise  expressions  of  if, 
I  do  not  at  this  moment  recollect ;  it  purported  a  wish 
that  my  brother  might  no  longer  indulge  uneasiness  upon 
my  account,  for  I  deserved  what  I  got.  The  officer  with¬ 
drew;  my  sister-in-law  then  got  admittance:  she  told 
me,  she  had  just  heard  the  sentinel  say,  that  during  my 
entire  punishment,  nothing  was  against  me :  however, 
that  the  paper  I  had  just  written  would  assuredly  hang 
me.  I  exclaimed  that  their  dreadful  threats  had  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  write  it ;  which  exclamation  being  carried 
to  the  officer,  he  returned  the  next  day:  he  called  me 
to  the  jail  window  commanding  a  view  of  a  gallows, 
whereon  two  men  were  hanging;  their  bodies  so  bloody, 
that  I  imagined  they  wore  red  jackets.  A  third  halter 
remained  yet  unoccupied,  which  he  declared  was  intend-" 
ed  for  me,  should  I  persist  in  disclaiming  the  aforesaid 
note.  Look,  said  he,  at  these  men,  look  at  that  rope, 
your  treatment  shall  be  worse  than  theirs,  if  you  disown 
what  you  wrote  yesterday :  adding  that  it  was  still  in  my 
power  to  get  free.  I  imagined  from  this,  that  he  wanted 
money  from  me ;  or  a  favourite  mare  which  I  had  occa¬ 
sionally  lent  him.  My  answer  was,  if  you  liberate  me 
you  shall  always  find  me  faithful  ;  there  is  nothing  in 
my  power  that  I  will  not  do.  Do  not  then  attempt,  said 
he,  to  exculpate  yourself,  and  so  retired.  I  now  procured 
paper,  whereon  I  wrote  a  formal  protest  against  what 
he  extorted  from  me  as  above ;  that,  should  I  be  execu¬ 
ted,  this  protest  might  appear  after  my  death.  —  I  wrote 
a  second,  with  the  same  design  ;  but  I  left  them  both 
after  me  in  the  jail ;  apprehensive,  that  should  they  be 
found  in  my  possession,  they  might  cause  me  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  additional  severity.  Neither  did  I  afterwards, 

0  X. 

while  in  jail,  openly  assert  my  innocence  for  that  rea* 
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ion,  Now,  so  little  credit  seems  to  hare  been  attached 

•»  ~ 

to  this  paper,  in  any  subsequent  proceeding,  that  it  W&§ 
never  after,  to  my  knowledge,  produced  against  me* 
Indeed  there  is  reason  to  imagine  that  what  this  gentle* 
man  is  reported  to  have  advanced  in  the  above  minutes-, 
was  never  said  by  him;  because  the  same  audacity 
which  forged  a  declaration  for  Mr.  Green,  might  be  da¬ 
ring  enough  to  forge  a  similar  declaration  for  this  gen¬ 
tlemen.  Thus  by  the  providence  of  God,  what  was 
maliciously  intended  to  ruin  me,  has  in  the  event  effected 
my  release.  Lord  Cornwallis,  whose  discernment  per¬ 
ceived,  and  whose  generosity  recoiled  at  this  questionable 
proceeding,  unhesitatingly  issued  an  order  for  my  remo- 
val  from  the  transport.  The  following  letter  announces 

-  .  ^  .  V  W'*r 

that  order  to  my  friend  in  Dublin: 

44  Dubiin-Castle,  30th  June,  1800. 

“  SIR, 

44  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive,  and  to  lay  b#- 

v  A 

fore  my  Lord  Lieutenant,  your  letter  of  the  28th  in¬ 
stant,  with  its  enclosure,  and  am  directed  to  acquaint 
you,  that  his  Excellency's  commands  have  been  this  day 
conveyed  to  Major  General  Myers,  to  take  the  Rev.  P e- 
ter  O'Neil  from  on  board  the  Ann  Botany  Bay  ship,  in 
Cork  Harbour,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  imprisoned  until 
furthers  orders,  but  not  to  treat  him  with  harshness  or 

si  -  »  -■  •  •» 

severity. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

^  Sir,  y  our  most  obedient, 

u  Humble  Servant, 

X  £,  B,  LITTLE!  I  ALES.* 


I  had  sailed  before  this  order  arrived. 


SB 


On  this  passage  out,  a  mutiny  arose  among  the  convicts, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  moment  when  the  Cap¬ 
tain  was  fumigating  the  ship,  suddenly  set  upon  and  tied 
him.  The  sentinel,  a  Malais,  cried  out  to  me  in  his 
own  jargon,  as  I  was  walking  the  main  deck,  that  there 
was  war  below ;  offering  me  his  drawn  sword,  in  order  to 
fortify  my  interference.  What  my  conduct  at  that  cri¬ 
tical  moment  was,  will  come  better  from  others.  1  shall 
only  say  that  the  most  prompt  and  athletic  exertion  pre¬ 
ceded  my  entreaties  and  rendered  them  essential.  How, 
as  well  as  by  whom,  the  Captain  was  extricated,  without 
even  the  intervention  of  an  officer,  he  himself  can  tell. 
Another  gentleman,  Mr.  Piper,  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  can  tell.  Mr.  Roberts,  the  surgeon,  told  it  so 
circumstantially  to  the  Lieutenant  Govenor  Major  Fo- 
veaux,  that  he  afterwards  treated  me  with  particular 
kindness.  This  powerfully  contributed  to  reconcile  me 
to  my  fate :  I  had  almost  made  up  my  mind  to  remain 
there  forever:  the  thoughts  of  home  ceased  to  be  impor¬ 
tunate.  In  the  mean  time,  the  exertions  of  my  friend 
were  indefatigable :  he  contrived  to  bring  my  case  under 
the  eye  of  our  present  Chief  Governor,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  whose  firmness,  tempered  by  that  clemency  which 
distinguished  his  illustrious  predecessor,  was  not  to  be 
warped  by  party  opposition.  An  injured  subject,  in 
the  very  Antipodes,  was  alike  within  the  range  of  his 
power  and  attention.  He  listened  with  patience ;  he 
examined  with  impartiality;  he  decided  with  justice. 
An  order  from  him  hath  set  me  free.  At  my  return  to 
Ireland  I  waited  upon  my  Ordinary,  Dr.  Coppinger;  I 
represented  to  him  the  many  hardships  I  had  undergone ; 
I  referred  him  to  the  several  proofs  of  my  innocence, 
which  had  passed  through  his  own  hands,  and  which 
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were  now  officially  authenticated,  by  my  warranted  re¬ 
turn  to  my  native  country.  I  reminded  him,  that,  a$ 

I  had  a  regular  collation  of  my  parish,  and  could  not 
forfeit  it  by  the  unfounded  charges  alleged  against  me, 
nor  by  my  subsequent  misfortunes,  I  could  notin  justice 
be  deprived  of  it,  nor  opposed  by  him  in  resuming  my 
functions  in  that  parish.  He  suggested,  in  answer,  that 
the  strong  prejudices,  which  still  seemed  to  prevail 
against  me,  rendered  it  in  his  mind  imprudent,  not  to 
say  unsafe,  for  me  to  return  thither.  Yet,  when  I  re¬ 
marked  to  him  that  the  sending  me  to  any  other  quarter, 
beside  the  injustice  of  such  a  step,  would  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  reflect  a  censure  upon  me ;  that  it  would  be  an 
extreme  of  severity,  while  I  was  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Government,  and  by  the  act  of  Lord  Hardwicke, 
that  he,  my  Ordinary,  and  as  I  hoped  my  friend,  should 
seem,  in  this  way,  to  asperse  me ;  he  yielded  to  my  re¬ 
monstrance  :  I  again  took  charge  of  my  parish,  where, 
with  the  assistance  of  God,  I  shall  persevere  in  the 
most  strenuous  endeavours  to  maintain  peace,  industry, 
loyalty,  and  good  order,  among  my  parishioners.  A 
circumstance  occurred  upon  the  present  occasion,  very 
trivial  in  itself,  but  which,  as  it  gave  rise  to  a  most  in¬ 
jurious  misrepresentation,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  notice. 
Six  or  seven  of  Dr.  Coppinger's  Clergy  had  been  enga¬ 
ged  to  dine  with  him  on  the  following  day  :  he  was  plea¬ 
sed  to  ask  me  to  join  them  ;  which,  having  -done,  I  was 
since,  in  addition  to  my  other  crosses,  extremely  mor¬ 
tified  to  learn,  that  this  plain  private  repast  was  magni¬ 
fied  into  a  most  sumptuoiis  banquet ,  given  in  honour  of 
Mr.  O’Neil’s  return.  This  glaring  mis-statement,  which 
of  itself  would  not  have  affected  my  Ordinary,  has  been 
ihe  cause  of  much  uneasiness  since :  as  seemingly  con- 
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liccted  with  an  intimation  from  a  respectable  character 
in  Dublin,  informing  him  that  a  personage  in  that  me¬ 
tropolis,  of  high  rank  and  great  power,  misled  by  this 
false  intelligence,  had  complained  that  Dr.  Coppinger 
restored  me  to  my  parish,  as  a  Martyr,  in  triumph ; 
with  insult  to  the  off  ended  justice  of  the  laws,  jc.  fyc. 

I  am  neither  commissioned  nor  qualified  to  vindicate 
the  character  of  Doctor  Coppinger,  in  this  or  in  any 
other  particular:  I  can  only  express  my  sorrow  at  having 
been  thus  the  unintentional  cause  of  this  painful  imputa¬ 
tion.  His  character,  wherever  it  is  known,  will  be  its 
own  support ;  little  docs  it  stand  in  need  of  adventitious 
aid,  much  less  of  that  which  my  poor  depreciated  suf¬ 
frage  can  administer.  He  has,  I  learn,  drawn  up  a 
narrative,  which  such  misrepresentation,  if  long  continued 
will  call  upon  him  to  publish. 

I  have  now,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  to  apologize 
for  the  tedious  length  of  this  elucidation,  which  I  hum¬ 
bly  submit  to  you,  in  the  hope  that  I  am  not  now  in 
your  mind  the  sort  of  person  you  have  been  taught  to 
consider  me.  I  will  also  hope  that  the  urgency  of  my 
case  will  effectually  plead  in  excuse  for  my  presumption 

in  thus  publicly  addressing  you  ;  a  liberty  I  shall  never 

* 

again,  upon  any  account,  assume.  I  commit  myself 
with  confidence  to  your  humane  consideration  ;  and  have 
the  honour  to  be  with  the  most  profound  respect, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Y  our  most  devoted, 

And  most  faithful, 

Humble  Servant, 

P.  O’NEIL. 


October ,  23,  1803. 


A  Letter  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Cloyne  and  Ross  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland , 

Middleton,  Jan.  26,  1804. 

MY  LORD, 


If  the  heavy  weight  of  insinuation,  whereby  I 
am  aspersed  in  your  Lordship’s  recent  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  Earl  of  FingalJ,  were  not  as  un¬ 
founded  in  fact  as  it  is  extreme  in  rigour,  I 
should  not  feel  warranted  to  expostulate  in  this 
manner  with  your  Lordship  upon  the  injustice 
you  have  done  me.  Of  your  great  power,  my 
Lord,  of  your  pre-eminent  dignity,  I  am  tho¬ 
roughly  sensible :  these  are  the  very  circum¬ 
stances,  which,  in  my  mind,  aggravate  the  in¬ 
jury  I  complain  of ;  and,  therefore,  far  from  de- 

* 

terring,  they  encourage  me  rather  to  present  my¬ 
self  with  confidence  before  you.  To  redress 
wrongs  is  the  peculiar  province  of  your  Lord¬ 
ship’s  exalted  station.  We  all  know,  my  Lord, 
that,  if  the  subject  were  aggrieved  even  by  the 
Xing,  who  can  do  no  wrong,  your  Lordship  is  em¬ 
powered  to  cancel  his  Letters  Patent,  if  founded 
upon  untrue  suggestions :  I  must  then  persuade 
myself  that  being,  at  least,  as  much  inclined  as 
you  are  warranted  to  do  such  act  of  justice,  you 
will  be  equally  ready  to  cancel  your  own  severe 
sentence  upon  me,  when  your  Lordship  shall 
have  considered  the  extent  of  the  injury,  and 
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shall  have  detected  the  misinformation  that 
grounds  it.  In  your  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Fingall, 
your  Lordship  would  convince  that  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  nobleman  how  little  faith  is  due  to  Roman 
Catholics  in  their  professions  of  loyalty,  by  re¬ 
presenting  to  him  that  I,  a  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop,  have  been  treating  with  pointed  disre¬ 
spect  those  of  my  clergy,  who,  in  the  year  1798, 
had  saved  the  lives  of  loyal  men ;  and,  in  ho¬ 
nouring  as  a  martyr,  with  insult  to  the  offended 
justice  of  the  laws,  a  Priest  supposed  to  be  deep¬ 
ly  implicated  in  rebellion,  and  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  from  transportation  through  the  mere  indul¬ 
gence  of  Government.  This  sentence,  my  Lord, 
will,  by  easy  implication,  be  thought  to  insinuate, 
that,beside  beb-g  a  traiterous,  a  perjured  hypocrite, 

I  am  also  an  abettor  of  murder,  a  sanguinary  mon- 

^  _ 

ster  under  the  sheep’s  clothing  of  Episcopal  Con¬ 
secration,  while  1  preach  the  loyalty  I  have  sworn, 
am  sanctioning,  by  my  conduct,  the  murder  of 
loyal  men ;  and  promoting,  as  far  as  in  me  lies, 
a  rebellious  spirit  among  my  clergy,  by  reserving 
my  chief  attentions  for  such  of  them  as  were  said 
to  be  guilty  of  rebellion.  A  dreadful  insinuation, 
indeed,  deriving  ,  multiplied  effect  from  your 
Lordship’s  character  and  station  !  It  would  bear 
heavily  upon  me,  my  Lord,  had  it  been  no  more 
than  a  sudden  explosion  bursting  from  an  ordi¬ 
nary  nobleman  in  the  heat  of  altercation ;  but 
how  much  more  oppressive,  as  a  sentiment  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing,  by  the  cool,  unruffled,  discri- 
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inmating  impartiality  of  a  Lord  Higli  Chancellor, 
in  a  letter  to  a  Roman  Catholic  Peer,  for  the  ob¬ 
vious  purpose  of  wounding  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  through  the  degradation  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop ;  and,  if  unrefuted  by  me,  or 
rather,  if  not  explained  by  your  Lordship  as  an 
unintentional  mistatement,  it  must  go  down  to 
posterity  with  irreparable  injury  to  myself,  and 
by  association,  perhaps,  to  the  community  I  be¬ 
long  to.  It  becomes,  therefore,  imperative  upon 
me,  my  Lord,  to  convince  you,  that  you  have 
here  most  grieviously  misrepresented  me,  through 
the  unfounded  suggestions  of  others  :  after  which, 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  be 
forward  to  acknowledge  the  error,  and  equally 
disposed  to  regret  it. 

I  now  beg  leave,  however  humiliating  the  as¬ 
severation,  to  declare  before  that  awful  tribunal, 
where  your  Lordship  as  well  as  I  shall  one  day 
be  arraigned,  that  were  it  possible  an  Angel 
from  Heaven  could  propose  to  me,  not  the  mace 
of  your  Lordship,  nor  the  sceptre  of  my  Sove¬ 
reign,  but  the  uncontrolled  dominion  of  this 
globe,  as  a  reward  for  assenting  to  the  murder 
of  the  meanest  wretch  that  ever  moved  upon  it, 
I  should  consider  myself  bound  to  say  to  that 
Angel,  with  St.  Paul,  “  Be  thou  accursed  nor 
for  so  saying  should  I  raise  myself  in  my  own 
estimation  above  the  lowest  line  in  the  scale  of 
negative  merit.  Neither  do  I  claim  a  higher 
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place  for  declaring,  as  I  now  do  in  the  presence 
of  God,  that,  being  a  liege  subject  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  King  George  the  Third,  I  hold  myself  bound, 
by  the  dictates  of  my  religion,  independently  of 
the  oaths  I  have  taken,  to  bear  him  true  alle¬ 
giance,  and  to  inculcate  the  same  obligation 
upon  all  those  who  are  subject  to  my  jurisdiction. 

IS  ay,  further,  I  declare  myself  more  firmly  bound 
to  him,  by  the  dictates  of  my  religion,  than  by 
every  tie :  being  as  little  able  in  adverse  circum¬ 
stances  to  answer  for  my  loyalty  to  the  King,  i 

without  the  aid  of  my  religion,  as  to  answrer  for 
my  fidelity  to  God,  without  the  aid  of  his  grace. 

Conformably  to  this  impression,  my  Lord,  I  have 
enforced,  with  particular  energy,  the  duty  of  al-  4 

legiance,  both  in  my  public  and  private  in¬ 
structions,  during  the  troubles  of  1798;  strict1  y 
enjoining  my  clergy  to  withhold  the  sacred  rites 
from  all  persons  implicated  in  the  treason  of  that 
time,  until  the  oath  and  the  treason  it  cemented 
should  have  been  first  abjured  :  by  which  means, 
many  hundreds,  if  not  many  thousands,  were 
detached  from  that  treasonable  compact,  who, 
to  this  very  day,  might  have  adhered  to  it. 

In  answer  to  the  allegation  of  pointed  disre¬ 
spect  to  those  clergymen  who  were  represented 
to  your  Lordship  as  having  saved  the  lives  of 
loyal  men,  I  can  boldly  assert,  in  the  face  of  this 
diocese,  that  the  only  priest  I  knew  of,  as  coming 
precisely  within  that  description,  by  having 


given  a  timely  notice  to  a  gentleman  whose  life 
was  threatened,  is  the  very  man  i  soon  after  se¬ 
lected  for  my  Vicar-General ;  and  with  him  at 
this  day,  in  that  confidential  capacity,  f  continue 
on  terms  of  sincere  regard  and  affection.  The 
other  Clergymen  distinguished  for  loyal  exertions 
at  that  trying  period  will  acknowledge^  if  called 
upon,  that,  instead  of  treating  them  disrespect¬ 
fully,  I  esteem  them  all  and  venerate  them. 
That  every  priest  of  mine,  however,  is  perfectly 
satisfied,  is  what  I  am  not  presumptuous  enough 
to  affirm  :  it  seldom  falls  to  be  the  lot  of  anyone 
in  my  place,  not  to  have  individuals  displeased 
with  him  ;  but  I  can  confidently  say,  that  I  know 
of  only  one  Clergyman  in  this  entire  Diocese 
who  considers  himself  aggrieved  by  my  admini¬ 
stration  ;  and  that  to  this  very  Clergyman  I  as 
confidently  appeal,  whether  what  he  complains 
of  in  my  conduct  towards  him  has  risen  from  his 
efforts  in  behalf  of  loyal  men.  If  more  minute 
inquiries,  suggested  by  your  Lordship’s  pregnant 
charge,  have  since  discovered  to  me  a  Priest  pros¬ 
tituting  the  sacred  Laver  of  Regeneration,  in 
compliance  with  the  pusillanimous  request  of  a 
loyal  Protestant  Gentleman,  who,  to  court  the 
rabble,  (when  like  others  around  him  he  should 
have  opposed  them,)  entreated  this  Priest,  in  their 
presence,  to  baptize  him;  I  shall  never  deem 
such  condescension,  whether  elicited  by  good  na¬ 
ture,  or  by  loyalty,  entitled  to  extraordinary 
credit ;  much  less  can  I  look  upon  it  as  a  coun-' 
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terpoise  against  every  subsequent  failure  or  in¬ 
aptitude. 

/ 

f  * 

The  Rev.  Peter  O’Neil,  to  whom  your  Lord- 
ship  alludes  in  this  same  letter  to  Lord  Fingall, 
has  been  urged,  by  the  obloquy  which  assailed 
him,  to  lay  the  particulars  ot  his  situation  be¬ 
fore  the  public  in  a  humble  remonstrance,  for¬ 
warded  to  your  Lordship,  through  the  Post- 
Office,  at  my  own  instance,  the  moment  it  issued  § 

from  the  press.  It  has,  I  trust,  my  Lord,  fully 
vindicated  my  conduct  towards  that  much-inju¬ 
red  man,  and  removed  the  painful  imputation 
©f  insult  to  the  offended  justice  ot  the  laws.  It  4 

has,  in  my  apprehension,  demonstrated  that  his 
return  was  the  concurrent  act  of  two  successive 
Chief  Governors  ;  the  one  suspending  his  trans¬ 
portation,  the  other  ordering  him  home  from  it. 

Nor  this,  my  Lord,  by  way  of  a  pardon,  which 
was  never  solicited,  but  by  an  impartial  decision 
upon  the  merits  of  his  case.  I  will  accordingly 
presume  to  hope,  that  youi  Lordship,  ha\mg 
duly  considered  the  facts  stated  in  his  remon¬ 
strance,  is  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  laws,  which  had  sunk  under  his  con¬ 
demnation,  hath  re-asserted  its  power,  and  tri¬ 
umphed  in  his  acquittal.  Your  Lordship,  I  will 
also  hope,  has  seen,^  by  this  remonstrance,  that 
Mr.  O’Neil’s  reinstatement  in  his  former  place, 
was  not  so  much  an  act  of  mine,  as  the  pi o vision 
of  a  Spiritual  Law,  which,  in  siinilar  eh  cum- 
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Stances,  would  restore  a  Clergyman  of  the  Esta¬ 
blished  Church. 


By  thus  shewing  how  strangely  I  was  misrepre¬ 
sented  to  your  Lordship,  I  would  not  be  undeiv 
stood  to  insinuate  that  the  Personage  who  had 
the  honour  of  addressing  you,  intended  to  mis¬ 
represent  me ;  I  am  fully  convinced,  my  Lord, 
that  you  would  admit  no  man  to  your  corres¬ 
pondence  who  could  willingly  deviate  from  the 
truth :  but  I  am  alike  convinced,  that  this  per¬ 
sonage,  respectable  as  he  doubtless  is,  must  have 
been,  in  the  present  instance,  most  grossly  im¬ 
posed  upon. 


Neither  the  elevated  rank  of  Noblemen,  nor 
their  sacred  regard  to  veracity,  can  always  secure 
them  against  imposition  from  a  certain  class  of 

men  who  artfully  contrive  to  beset  them - — 

Esquires  of  very  late  creation,  who,  with  match¬ 
less  intrepidity  of  countenance,  can  assassinate 
characters,  or  whisper  them  away,  and  swear 
their  own  falsehoods  into  currency.  When  the 
truly  loyal  are  every  where  intent  upon  uniting 
all  hearts  and  all  hands  in  the  common  cause, 
and  for  the  common  good,  these  men  are  every 
where  indefatigable  in  promoting  animosity  and 
distrust,  for  their  own  private  purposes.  Lsball 
say  no  more  of  them  than  barely  to  remind  your 
Lordship,  how  much  easier  it  is  for  such  gentry 
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to  make  their  impression,  than  for  an  honest  man 
to  efface  it. 

It  remains  for  me  to  observe,  before  I  close 
this  letter,  that,  upon  the  first  intimation  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  person  of  rank  in  the  metropolis, 
that  I  had  been  traduced  as  above,  I  instantly 
wrote  a  refutation  of  the  charges,  and  was  then 
*  assured  it  should  be  laid  before  your  Lordship. 
But  an  unwillingness  to  intrude  has  since,  it 
seems,  prevailed  against  the  promise  made  me ; 
which  circumstance,  together  with  the  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  Star  and  other  Papers  since,  as  they 
have  compelled  me  to  address  your  Lordship  in 
this  direct  manner,  they  will,  I  hope,  at  the  same 
time,  be  graciously  admitted  as  my  apology. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  inviolable  respect. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  most  devoted  humble  Servant, 

W.  COPPINGER  * 


*  On.  the  second  day  after  I  had  written  and  posted  my  letter  to 
Lord  Redesdale,  I  obtained  a  more  accurate  account  of  the  para¬ 
graph  concerning  me,  than  the  public  prints  or  the  prior  communi¬ 
cation  afforded.  The  paragraph  says,  that'I  brought  him,  (meaning 
Mr.  O’Neil)  back  to  what,  in  defiance  ofi  the  Laic,  I  call  his  parish. 
I  would  gladly  shelter  myself,  in  this  case,  under  the  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  21st  and  22d  of  his  pvesent  Majesty  ;  entitled  “  An 
Act,  for  the  further  Relief  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  professing  the 
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Answer  from  Lord  Redesdale, 

Rly~Place,  Dublin,  Feb.  1,  1804. 

■SIR, 

My  letters  to  Lord  Fingall  (as  far  as  they  are 
•the  subject  of  your  complaint)  were  a  confiden¬ 
tial  statement  to  a  person  of  high  rank  and  cha¬ 
racter,  and  supposed  influence  among  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  of  representation  made  to  me,  the 
truth  of  which  I  did  not  assert,  hut  communi¬ 
cated  them  to  his  Lordship  as  I  received  them, 
that  he  might  make  proper  inquiries ;  and  if  he 
found  the  representations  to  have  any  founda¬ 
tion,  I  honed  he  mi  edit  be  induced  to  use  his  in- 
fluence  (which,  I  find,  very  much  over-rated) 
to  prevent  what  might  produce  considerable  ir¬ 
ritation  in  the  minds  of  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 

Popish  Religion which  Act,  as  I  conceive  it,  expressly  requires 
that  Popish  Ecclesiastics,  to  be  exempted  from  former  penalties,  do 
insert,  upon  a  separate  and  distinct  roll  in  the  Register's  Office  of 
each  respective  Diocese,  their  Christian  name  and  surname,  their 
age,  the  orders  they  have  received,  and  the  persons  from  whom 
they  received  them  ;  as  also  their  place  of  abode  ;  and  their  parish* 
if  they  have  any  parish  ;  a  copy  of  which  roll  was  to  be  annually 
returned  by  the  Register,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  under 
the  penalty  of  1001:  But  as  the  authority  of  Lord  Redesdale, 
gives  me  now  to  fear  that  I  have  totally  misconceived  the  mearsy 
ing  of  this  Act,  I  can  only  supplicate  his  indulgence  for  an  error, 
which,  if  not  quite  pardonable,  will  at  least  induce  a  milder  qualifi¬ 
cation  than  defiance  of  the  law,  I  am  the  more  earnest  in  this  peti¬ 
tion,  as  his  Lordship  has  precluded  me  from  any  future  recurrence 
to  him  ;  and  from  my  further  explanation,  than  what  he  has  kindly 
condescend  to  give,  in  the  following  answer  to  my  letter  : 
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laruL  These  letters,  therefore,  ought  to  hare' 
remained  in  the  closet  of  Lord  Fingall :  a  diffe¬ 
rent  use  has  been  made  of  them,  for  purposes  suf¬ 
ficiently  obvious  ;  but  I  am  not  responsible  for  a 
publication  which  is  an  abuse  of  my  confidence, 
and  perhaps  also  of  the  confidence  of  Lord  Fin- 
gall.  I  have,  I  think,  a  right  to  complain  of  any 
publication  of  those  letters ;  but  1  have  a  right 
most  strongly  to  complain  of  the  great  injustice 
of  that  partial  publication,  which  has  afforded 
ground  for  the  grossest  and  most  malicious  misre¬ 
presentation.  Those  who  determined  to  abuse  my 
confidence  and  (as  f  am  informed)  that  of  Lord 
Fingall,  would  have  acted  a  more  manly,  and  so 
far  a  less  blameable  part,  if  they  had  given  the 
whole  correspondence  as  it  has  actually  passed, 
in  print,  so  as  to  he  accessible  to  every  one. 
Any  publication  I  should  have  considered  as  a 
gross  injustice,  and  must  resent  it  as  such.  My 
letters  could  not  have  been  injurious  to  you,  if 
they  had  remained  with  Lord  Fingall.  If  any  in¬ 
jury  had  arisen  to  you  from  the  publication,  it 
would  not  have  proceeded  from  me.  But  the 
letters,  though  published,  could  not  have  been 
injurious  to  you,  had  they  stood  alone,  and  with¬ 
out  comment;  for  1  did  not  mention  your  *  name, 
nor  did  I  know  that  your  name  could  be,  in  any 
manner,  connected  with  the  informations  which  I 
had  received,  and  communicated  to  Lord  Fingall, 

*  Mr.  O’Neil,  whose  superior  I  am,  is  the  only  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Clere  vman  in  Ireland  who  has  returned  from  Eotanv-Bav. 

w'4/  #  «/  ► 


Until  Mr.  O’Neil’s  pamphlet  was  sent  to  me,  and, 
you  now  tell  me,  at  your  instance.  If  that  pamph¬ 
let  makes  an  application  which  I  never  made,  the 
application  springs  from  Mr.  O’Neil  and  your- 
self.  You  call  that  pamphlet  “  an  humble  re¬ 
monstrance.”  I  consider  it  as  one  of  many  ex¬ 
traordinary  publications  which  have  lately  ap¬ 
peared  ;  some  imputed  to  high  authority ;  others 
countenanced  by  high  authority ;  the  tendency 
of  which  is  to  insult  the  Protestants  of  Ireland, 
and  their  religion,  and  to  irritate  the  different 
sects  against  each  other.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  attribute  these  publications  to  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  in  general.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe 
•  there  are  many,  very  many,  who  sincerely  deplore 
their  mischievous  effect.  But  the  publications 
demonstrate  the  temper  of  those  who  have  com¬ 
posed  and  patronized  them  ;  and  with  a  person 
who  professes  to  consider  Mr.  O  Neil’s  pamphlet 
as  “  an  humble  remonstrance,”  I  think  I  cannot 
prudently  hold  guy  correspondence,  especially 
after  the  treatment  I  have  experienced  with  re¬ 
spect  to  my  letters  to  Lord  Fingall.  I  shall 
therefore  decline  giving  any  further  answer  to 
your  letter,  which  would  unavoidably  lead  to  a 
long  and  unpleasant  discussion. 

O  i- 

•  y 0 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most- humble  servant, 

REDES  DALE. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Coppinger. 
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